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Thursday,  26  Eoptowbor,  1946 


LIT  Eft  NAT  10;',' A I.  MI  I ITAR  Y  TRIBUNAL 
FOR  THE  FAF  EAST 
Court  House  of  the  Tribunal 
"lor  Ministry  Building 
Tokyo,  Japan 


The  Tribunal  wet,  pursuant  to  ad journir.cnt , 


at  0930. 


„,pr:c  arances: 


For  the  Tribunal,  srjr.c  os  bc-core. 

For  the  Frosecution  Soction,  rare  as  before. 
For  the  Defense  Section,  sarr.o  as  before. 


(En.-ltsb  to  Japanese  and  Japanese 
to  English  interpretation  was  wade  by  the 
language  Section,  UvTFE.) 


14 
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^  ,  MARSHAL  OF  THE  CC-JRT :  The  International 

„  Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  Is  now  in  session. 

THE  PRESIDENT :  Mr.  Caudle. 

MR.  CAUDLE:  If  it  please  the  Court,  may  I 
.  coll  the  Court's  attention  to  prosecution  document 
(  No.  4029-F,  which  is  in  evidence  as  exhibit  548. 

.  This  document  purports  to  bo  a  telegram  from  Ambassador 
}  Ott  to  the  German  Foreign  Office.  In  the  second  para- 
,  graph  of  sale  document,  Mr.  Ott  refers  to  a  24-ran  com- 
j,  mission  of  'which  the  defendant  SUER/.TORI  was  a  member 
j,  as  a  representative  for  foreign  political  matters. 

,  7/e  have  endeavored  to  try  to  learn  the  names 

i  of  the  members  of  this  commission,  but  have  been  unable 
,  to  co  so.  I  wonder  if  I  would  be  out  of  order  in  request* 
-  ing  that  the  prosecution  afford  the  Court  and  the  defense 
t  the  name  of  the  commission,  Its  members,  and  president, 
if  anyone  had  that  position. 

i  THE  PRESIDENT:  The  loss  they  say  about  it  the 

i  bettor  for  you.  Why  do  you  want  to  supplement  their 
evidence? 

MR.  CAUDLE:  Well,  sir,  I  just  wanted  to  know 
:  what  wo  had  before  us  and  what  to  do  to  controvert  it, 
if  anything. 

2*i  TIfE  PRESIDENT:  The  prosecution  can  please 

2.  themselves  about  that.  V/e  give  thorn  no  direction. 


I 
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l  Mr.  Cunninpham. 

?  ,  MR.  CILVi  I NGUA.1 : s  If  the  Tribunal  nloasa,  yes- 

5j  tort'ny  I  made  an  objection  to  the  introduction  of 
4  political  documents  and  telegrams,  and  in  response  to 

I 

-  the  inquiry  addressed  to  the  rrosocution  as  to  what 
(  provision  under  the  Charter  the  documents  were  intro- 


TIE  PRESIDENT:  rot  "bi"  "b"  is  about 


ouced,  the  Court  volunteered  the  information  that  the 
documents  are  admitted  under  authority  of  Article  13, 
Section  b,  Item  (1). 

TIE  PRESIDENT:  Well,  "c I  think  I  said.  That 
may  be  wrong,  too.  I  did  not  look  at  it.  I  relied  on 
r.y  memory.  I  think  T  said  "c." 

MR.  CUNNING!  JAM:  Hoy/,  I  resooctfully  c  iJl  the 
Tribunal's  attention  to  the  specific  wording  cf 
Article  13,  Section  b,  Item  (1). 


relevance. 


HR.  CUNNINGHAM :  Veil,  nc,  "n*it  until  I  check 


here. 


i 

THE  PRESIDENT:  /a  ii.ll  have  to  check  you  first, 
MR.  CT.nil  IMGIAMs  I  believe  the  Court  said 
Article  13,  Section  c,  It  ,m  (1). 

THE  PRESIDENT :  That  is  ^ne  heading.  Thera 
may  bn  others.  Hov/evor,  we  stand  or.  that, 

HR.  CUNi  INGHAM:  May  I  submit  one  — 
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THE  PRESILEKT:  *y  tho  ws b  fore  ycu  go 
any  further;  If  the  Charter  sale  nothinr  about  the 
ruins  of  evicenco  or  what  could  bo  admitted,  It  is  tho 
law,  us  I  understand  it,  after  taking  the  advice  of 
the  most  highly  placed  counsel  in  the  country,  Ex- 
Lord  Chancellors,  Ex-Lora  rasters  and  Attorney 
Generals,  that  the  rules  of  evidence  do  rot  apply  in 
there  proceedings  against  onerr.y  property  or  agai:  st 

4 

enemy  subjects.  The  ru].C3  of  evidence,  tho  strict 
rules  of  evicenco,  have  no  application  in  prtz  nrr.- 
coeoings.  My  information  wns  given  to  me  b  -for  j  I 
became  a  member  of  this  Tribunal;  so  that  oven  if  you 
ve.ro  right  on  this  point  you  are  raising,  and  you  are 
probably  wrong,  the  matter  would  be  purely  academic. 

In  any  event,  wo  arc  not  going  to  allow  our 
decision  to  bo  reopened  by  you. 

I  will  read  Article  13c(l),  It  applies  to  a 
document  without  proof  of  its  issuance  or  signature 
which  appears  to  the  Tribunal  to  have  been  signed  or 
issued  by  any  department  of  any  government,  whether  it 
b-_  the  Japanese  or  any  oth  u*  government. 

At  page  6,32.3  of  the  record,  I  am  reported 
to  have  said:  "Tho  document  is  clearly  within 
Article  13c(l)  of  the  Charter," 

MR.  C LWK IMG; IAI I :  ./ith  all  duo  respect  to  what 


1  your  Honor  has  just  said,  may  I  make  the  point  which  I 
had  In  view,  and  that  13  to  emphasize  the  one  feature 
I  of  this  article  which  I  think  is  very  pertinent,  which 
j  your  Honor  has  passed  ov^rt 

THE  PRESIDENT :  We  will  road  Article  13  first. 
Article  13  provides:  "Evidence.  Admissibility. 

7  The  Tribunal  shall  not  bo  bound  by  technical  rules  of 

8  evidence.  It  shall.  .  .admit  any  evidence  which  it 

,,  deems  to  have  probative  value."  Any  evidence  which  it 
l()  deems  to  have  probative  value.  Toon  it  goes  on  in 
,,  Article  c  to  state:  "Specific  evidence  admissible. 

12  1  In  particular,  and  without  limiting  in  any  way  the  scope 

13  of  the  foregoing  general  rules,  the  following  evidence 
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may  be  admitted." 

MR.  CUNNINGHAM:  Now,  may  I  now  read  the 
sentence  which  I  believe  embraces  my  point? 

THE  PRESIDENT :  You  may. 

MR.  CUNNINGHAM :  I  respectfully  call  the  Tri¬ 
bunal's  attention  to  the  specific  wording,  and  empha¬ 
size-  that  the  documents  permitted  therein  are  armed 
forces  cocuments  and  not  governmental  or  political  docu¬ 
ments  . 

THE  PRESIDENT:  The  members  of  the  Tribunal 
have  already  discussed  that  particular  phrase,  and  come 
to  the  conclusion  that  the  interpretation  I  put  on  it 
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is  correct.  3ut  I  repeat  again,  we  have  a  duty  to 
adroit  any  ovioonco  wo  think  has  probative  value;  and 
the  documents  specified  in  Article  13c(l)  are  only 
instances  and  are  not  an  oxhaustivo  category. 

I  further  emphasize  that  if  the  Charter  was 
silent,  if  Article  13  old  not  appear  in  it,  the  rules 
of  evidence  would  not  bind  us. 

Mr.  H''do. 

MR.  HYDE:  May  it  please  the  Tribunal,  prose¬ 
cution  documents  4042-A,  4037-A,  4037-C,  and  403S-A 
are  offered  in  evidence. 

Document  4042-A  is  a  telegram  from  the  German 
Ambassador  in  Tokyo,  dated  21  November  1940.  The  per¬ 
son  to  whom  it  v/as  addressed  is  not  indicated.  It  was 
founo  in  the  files  of  the  German  Foreign  Office. 

Document  4037-A  is  a  telegram  from  the  German 
Ambassador  in  Tokyo,  dated  6  February  1941.  Tho 
acdrcssce  is  not  indicated.  It  v/as  found  in  tho  files 
of  the  Gorman  Foreign  Office. 

Document  4037-C  is  a  telegram  from  tho  G:rman 
Ambassaaor  in  Tokyo  for  the  Roichs  Foreign  Minister 
personally.  It  is  dated  17  February  1941. 

Document  4038-A  is  a  telegram  from  Boltze,  an 
official  in  tho  Gorman  Embassy  in  Tokyo,  onted  12  March 
1941.  The  name  of  the  addressee  does  not  apoear.  This 
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1 

telegram  was  found  in  the  files  of  the  Gorman  Foreign 

1 

2 

Office. 

3 

THE  PRE3ILENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

4 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 

! 

3 

No.  4042-A  will  receive  exhibit  No.  563;  document  4037-A, 

6 

exhibit  Mo.  564 ;  document  4037-C,  exhibit  No.  565; 

7 

document  No.  4038-A,  exhibit  No.  566. 

8 

(Whereupon,  the  documents  above 

9 

referred  to  were  marked  prosecution's  exhibits 

1 

io | 

Ho.  563,  564,  56  5  one  566,  nnd  we  re  received 

11 

in  evidence.) 

12 

HR.  HYDE:  These  cocuments  relate  to  French 

13  1 

Indo-China  and  Thailand,  and  are  used  in  this  phase 

• 

1  1 

of  the  case  to  show  the  execution  with  German  aid  of 

; 

13 

strategic  plans  which  finally  culminated  in  the  use  of 

16 

Frencn  Indo-China  and  Thailand  as  a  springboard  for  the 

17 

launching  of  an  attack  against  Singapore,  as  will  be 

18 

shov/n  by  cocuments  presently  to  be  offered. 

19 

I  will  read  exhibit  563r  telegram  from  Ott, 

20 

dated  21  November  1940. 

21 

(Reading)  "Telegram  (Secret  Cipher  Frocess). 

22 

"Tokyo,  21  November  1940.  Arrival,  21  Novem¬ 

23 

ber  1940." 

l 

24 

It  is  marked  "Urgent"  and  "Secret." 

25 

"I.  The  Vice  Foreign  i'inistor  informed  ne 

I 
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today  regarding  the  situation  in  Thrilrnd,  that 
the  Thailand  Frine  Minister,  rs  ’veil  rs  the  Anoricpn 
Government  have  denied  rllepcd  negotiations  for  r,n 
alliance.  However ,  British  end  /.nrriern  j.nb;  s- 
srdors  in  Bangkok  ere  working  energetically  to  win 
over  Thailand  for  the  /.nglo-Srxon  Powers. 

Japanese  Government  has  to-dry  proposed  to  Th*i- 
lend  thrt  she  limit  her  territorial  clrir.s  on 
Indo-Chine  in  sore  points,  rnd  would  then  bo 
rerdy  to  mediate  between  Thailand  end  Indo-Chire# 
Should  the  occrsion  prise,  Japan  will  rooucst  the 
support  of  the  Cowman  Government  in  dealing  •  ith 

the  French  Government. 

"IT.  The  Vice  Foreign  Minister  informed 
me  rost  confidentially  thrt  the  jRrFro.sc  Govrrn- 
ment  intends  to  send  ’'rrshirs  to  Sr  iron.  The  rrench 
Government  will  be  informed  thrt  this  •-.•ill  be  a 
friendly  visit,  but  it  v/ill  bo,  in  fret,  a ted  -s 
r  demonstration  a^winst  Thrilind. 

"III.  In  tv  o  orir.ior.  of  the  Vice  Foreign 
Minister,  If  Thailand  wore  to  turn  towards  the  /.nrlo- 
Saxon  camp  there  would  he  no  considerable  military 
hrrn  to  Japan  in  consequence.  This  move  cou  d  be 
countered  by  the  occupation  of  Sr icon,  rn  thor-by 


be  connen sated . 


(Signed)  "QTT" 
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I  will  now  rend  exhibit  564,  marked  "To  be 
kept  in  locked  file,"  dated  "Tokyo,  6  February  1941; 
Arrival,  6  February  1941."  It  is  marked  "Socret." 

"Vice  Foreign  Minister  Informed  me  just  nov/ 
that  Japanese  Government  intends  to  obligate  France 
and  Thailand  bv  a  secret  agreement,  ouring  the  negotia¬ 
tions  beginning  here  on  February  7  concerning  settle¬ 
ment  of  bounoary  disputes  of  France  and  Thailand,  to 
make  no  political  or  military  agreement  with  a  third 
power.  Vice  Foreign  Minister  accod  that  tills  obliga¬ 
tion,  as  for  as  it  concerns  France,  nouid,  of  course, 
apply  only  to  Indo-China.  He  supposes  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Reich  welcomes  the  Japanese  action  because, 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Tri-Part ite  Pact,  it  is  directed 
towards  eliminating  the  3ritish-Americ ^n  influence  in 
an  important  area  of  the  Greater  12* st  Asia  sphere,  as 
much  os  possible.  The  Vice  Foreign  t-Iinister  requested 
notification  of  the  Reichs  Government,  particularly  for 
the  reason  that  the  French  Government  might  possibly 
raise  objections  by  referring  to  the  German-French 
Armistice  Agreements. 

"The  Vice  Foreign  Minister  will  give  the  same 
information  to  the  Italian  Ambassador.  " 

I  v/ill  now  road  a  part  of  exhibit  565. 

"Telegram  (Secret  Cipher  Process).  To  be  kept 
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In  locked  file.  Tokyo,  17  February  1941;  Arrival, 

17  February  1941. 

"For  the  Helens  Minister  personally," 

Now  I  ’vi  11  turn  to  the  end  of  the  next  to 
the  last  paragraph,  the  second  sentence  from  the  end. 

"Negotiations  proceeded  not  without  difficul¬ 
ties  on  account  of  the  excessive  demands  of  Thailand. 

The  Japanese  Government  is  at  present  working  on  a 
proposal  of  a  compromise  which  through  me  will  be  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Reichsminister  in  the  next  few 
cays  with  the  request  to  influence  the  Vichy  regime 
in  the  direction  of  acceptance  of  the  proposal  through 
mediation  of  the  Reich  Government." 

It  is  signed  "Ott." 

I  will  no--  rend  exhibit  566. 

"Telegram  (Secret  Cipher  Process).  To  be 
kept  in  locked  file. 

"Tokyo,  12  Karch  1941;  Arrival,  12  Larch  1941. 

"Foreign  Vice  Minister  OHASHI  just  visited 
me  and  asked  me  to  convey  to  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 
the  sincere  gratitude  of  the  Japanese  Government  for 
tne  extr.aorcinr.rily  valuable  °nd  effective  support  of 
the  Japanese  mediation  in  the  dispute  between  Thailand 
and  French  Indo-China. 


"Signed  Boltzo." 
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Prosecution  document  4042-C,  a  telegram 
from  the  German  Ambassador  in  Tokyo  for  the  Roichs- 
minister,  doted  19  December  1940;  4042-D,  a  telegram 
from  the  Gorman  Ambassador  in  Tokyo  for  the  Reichs- 
minister,  dated  13  December  1940,  and  4037-B,  a  tele¬ 
gram  from  the  German  Ambassador  in  Tokyo  to  the  Reichc 
minister  for  Foreign  Affairs,  dated  10  February  1941, 
are  presented  for  introduction  in  evidence. 

THE  PRESIDENT ;  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT;  Pros.cution' s  document 
No.  4C42-C  will  receive  exhibit  To.  567;  document 
Ho.  4042-D,  exhibit  No.  568;  document  Fo.  4037-3, 
exhibit  Fo.  569* 


(Whereupon,  the  documents  above 
referred  to  wore  marked  prosecution's  exhibits 
Fo.  567,  563  and  569,  and  were  received  in 
evidence. ) 


KR.  HYDE:  Those  documents  are  usee  for  the 
purpose  of  shoving  th~t  the  ox  cution  of  strategic 
plans  in  the  area  south  of  China  was  coordinated  with 
an  unprecedented  trip  by  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister 
to  Germany  for  conferences  with  leading  German  diplo¬ 


matic,  military  and  Industrial  loaders. 
I  will  road  exhibit  567. 
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"Telegram 

"(Secret  Cipher  Process) 

"To  be  kept  in  locked  file 
"Tokyo,  19  December  1940  11.30  hours 

"Arrivrl,  19  December  1940  2? *15  hours 
"Most  urgent l 
"For  the  Reichsminlster 
"The  Foreign  Minister  is  considering,  so 
he  told  me,  to  accept  in  the  near  future  the  invitation 
of  the  Reich  Foreign. Minister  to  come  to  Berlin. 

He  is  thinking  of  arriving  there  in  the  second 
he  If  of  January,  to  make  e  sherb  visit  to  Rome 
from  Germany,  if  possible  stay  in  Moscow  end  return 
to  Tokyo  nt  the  end  of  Februrry.  Prime  Minister 
approves  plan  end  would  like  to  obtain  *he  Emperor’s 
sanction  for  a  longer  c^nenoe  of  the  Foreign  Minister, 
The  Foreign  Minister*  emphasized  to  me  his  need  to 
make  a  strong  gesture  in  favor  of  the  Tripartite 
Pact  and  if  possible,  to  personallv  overcome  the 
deadlock  in  the  negotiations  v’ith  Russia  and  China. 

The  Diet  /session./  beginning  in  January  could  post¬ 
pone  its  foreign  policy  debate  until  the  return  of 
the  Foreign  Minister ► 

"I  have  the ’ impression  that  the  Foreign 
Minister  would  like  tp  enhance  the  weight  of  his 
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pc1  fey  end  hirsclf  through  the  convcrsr.tion  with 
the  K-  iclir  Foreign  Minister  rnd  rn  eventual  recep¬ 
tion  by  the  Fuehrer  rnd  hopes  with  Oermrn  help  to 
set  info  motion  the  stellcd  n.egotirticns  v/ith 
Vursir.  In  my  option  his  pirn  is  entirely  in 
cur  interest.  The  journey  would  moke  r  strong 
irpression  on  -or  Id  oolitics,  rdd  ’-eight  to  the 
Trier rtite  Pr.ct  centered  in  Ecrlin,  vfould  strengthen 
the  rttitvde  of  the  Foreign  Minister  tovrrds  America 
through  the  conversrtion  in  Berlin,  end  strengthen 
the  Oermr.n  impression  rnd  would  open  up  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  r.  conversrtion  '"ith  Moscow.  Agrinst  this 
rdvrntrpe,  in  ry  opinion,  the  extended  absence  of 
the  lender  of  the  Japanese  foreign  policy  would 
not  be  of  consenvence  since  the  armed  forces, 
e  spec  icily  the  rrry,  will  roenv/hile  reliably  heed 
the  policy  cf  the  Tripartite  Prct,  The  Foreign 
Minister  v-ould  nrcsurrbly  be  thankful  for  Gerr.cn 
enccrrc ge-rent  of  his  pirn.  I,  therefore,  suggest 
to  empower  r.e  to  trrnsr.it  r  corresponding  attitude 
of  the  Re-ichs  Foreign  Minister." 

(Signed)  "OTT" 

I  will  now  re-^d  exhibit  568: 

"Telegram 

"To  be  kept  in  locked  file. 
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"(Secret  Cipher  Process) 

"Tokyo,  31  December  1940  9c 10  hours 
"Arrival,  31  December  1940  16.55  hours 
"No.  1459  of  31  December 
"Most  Urgent! 
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"Re  Telepram  No.  1171  x)  of  the  thirtieth 
"x)  BRAM 

"For  the  Koichsminister . 

"I  transmitted  to  the  Foreign  Minister 
on  24  December  according  to  instructions  No.  1154  x) 
the  information  of  the  Reichs  Foreign  Minister,  x) 
RAM  381  which  visibly  delighted  him  himself,  end 
asked  for  r.  speedy  reply.  The  Foreign  Minister 


today,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  cabinet  changes 
of  the  last  few  days,  made  a.  report  to  the  Emperor, 
who  received  the  plan  kindly  but  reserved  his 
decision.  The  Foreign  Minister,  who  again  assured 
me  what  great  store  he  sets  by  the  accomplishment 
of  the  journey,  plans  to  get  himself  sivon  the  nost  far- 
reaching  possible  authority  from  the  cabinet,  and 
above  all  the  Vrar  Minister.  He  held  out  the  pros¬ 


pect  of  a.  final  answer  in  the  middle  of  January. 


1 


"The  Foreign  Minister  holds  it  expedient 
that  before  his  arrival  in  Berlin  Ambassador  OSHIMA 
should  have  already  presented  his  credentials.  As 


I 


OSHI!-/.  informs  me,  he  v/ill  probr.bly  nrrive  in 
Berlin  rt  the  end  of  Jrnurry.  The  Foreign  Minister 
vovld  then  follow  /  fter  on  intervrl  of  7  to  10  drys," 
(Signed)  "OTT" 

I  v/ill  nev/  rerd  exhibit  569* 
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"Telegram  (Secret  Clrher  Process) 

"To  be  kept  in  locked  file 
"Tokyo,  10  February  1941  01.10 

"Arrival,  10  February  1941  2400 

"No.  196  of  10.2.41  Most  Urgent 

"For  the  Reich  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs." 

I  will  now  eliminate  the  four  lines  of  references 
In  the  telegram  and  read  th«  body  of  the  telegram. 

"Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA  has  Just  told  me 
with  obvious  Joy  that  tfhe  Emperor,  on  the  Prime 
Minister's  representation,  granted  him  permission 
to  accept  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister's  invitation 
to  visit  Berlin.  He  -intends  presuming  an  agreement 
to  this  from  the  other  side  to  depart  after  the 
conclusion  of  the  Thailand  negotiations  about  25 
February  and  to  reach  Berlin  between  12  and  15 
March.  He  has  set  aside  12  days  in  all  for  the 
conversations  in  Berlin  and  a  supplementary  visit  to 
Home  and  Moscow.  Conseouently  he  would  arrive  in 
Tokvo  again  about  April  10.  If  need  be,  his  stay  in 
Europe  could  be  prolonged  a  few  days.  However,  the 
Foreign  Minister  would  have  to  be  in  Tokyo  again  at 
the  latest  by  April  15. 

"He  will  probably  be  accompanied  by  the  head 
of  the  European  Division,  Ministerial  Director, 
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1  SAI'AIOTO,  Director  IAKANTSHI,  of  the  Sooth  Manchurian 

2  Railway  Co.,  whom  he  knows  Intimately,  further  by 

3  the  Lepatlon  Secretaries  KASE  and  HOGE*  ,  Attache 

4  SATOUJI,  grandchild  of  the  last  GEI'RO  who  died 

5  recently,  one  younger  officer  from  the  army  and  the 

6  navy  each,  as  well  as  two  cipher  operators. 
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"The  Foreign  Minister  gave  me  the  following 
details  re  the  most  Important  questions  which  he 

would  like  to  discuss  in  Berlins 

"I.  Attitude  of  the  partners  of  the  Tri¬ 
partite  Pact  towards  America. 

"1.)  Diplomatic  influence  against  entry  into 

wa  r . " 


That  is  marked  "l.)"  under  the  "I."  I  just 

read . 


"The  Foreign  Minister  is  endeavoring  to 
nrevent  America' 3  ^ntry  into  the  war  in  the  spirit 
of  the  pact.  To  this  end  he  has  instructed  Ambass¬ 
ador  NOMURA  to  dwell  most  emphatically  on  Japan's 
unconditional  loyalty  to  the  pact  and  her  military 
and  economic  nipht/in  talks/  with  President  ROOSEVELT, 
and  point  out  the  senselessness  of  an  American  entry 
into  the  war.  America  could  not  stop  the  defeat 
of  England  by  entering  the  war.  On  the  contrary, 
by  fighting  Germany  and  Japan,  who  alone  are  able  to 


i 
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1  create  ar  order  in  Europe  and  East  Asia  necessary 

-  even  for  America  in  the  long  run,  she  would  act  against 
s  her  own  interest. 

"2.)  Frever.tative  attack  against  SINGAPORE. 

Should,  in  spite  of  this,  America's  entry 
■  into  war  appear  unavoidable  the  Japanese  Government 
considers  a  preventative  attack  against  Singapore 
to  remove  or  make  difficult  the  possibility  of  America's 
waging  a  military  war  in  the  Facific  Ocean.  In  view 
of  the  far  reaching  political  and  military  consequences 
of  such  an  action,  the  Foreign  Minister  explained 
that  Japan  world  undertake  such  a  decision  only  in 
complete  agreement  with  the  Reich.  In  the  meantime, 
the  armed  forces  are  taking  the  measures  necessary 
to  be  ready  for  war. 

"II.  Termination  of  the  China  conflict. 

"The  Foreign  Minister  has  continued  his 
highly  confidential  sounding  of  CKIANG-KAI-SHEK. 

The  latter  was  showing  signs  of  greater  reediness 
for  an  understanding  with  Japan,  to  avoid  increasing 
danger  from  the  Chinese  Communist  Army.  The  Foreign 
Minister  expects  favorable  progress  in  his  secret 
negotiations  with  Ch*ang-Kai-3hek  from  the  Berlin 
conversations,  although  Japan  had  to  decide  to  rec-  ; 
ognize  ••AMG-CFING-7/EI.  "  j 


I  will  omit  reading  the  paragraphs  under  the 
heading, "III.  Relatiors  to  Russia,"  as  they  will  be 
considered  in  a  later  phase  of  the  case. 

The  telegram  I  Just  read  is  signed  "OTT." 

I  offer  in  evidence  prosecution  documents 
4037-D  and  4037-E.  The  former  is  a  report  of  a  con¬ 
versation  between  Ambassador  OSHIMA  and  Weizsacker, 
and  the  latter  is  an  extract  from  a  report  of  a  con¬ 
versation  between  Ambassadors  OSHIMA  and  Ribbentrop. 
They  are  used  <*or  the  purpose  of  demonstrating 
how  close  the  collaboration  between  Japan  and  Germany 
was  and  hov/  far  the  execution  of  the  agressive  plan 
had  advanced  at  this  early  date. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terras. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution  document 
4037-D  will  receive  No.  570,  and  document  4037-E 
will  receive  exhibit  No.  571. 

(Whereupon,  prosecution’s  exhibit 
No.  570  and  No.  571  were  received  in  evidence.) 

I  will  read  exhibit  No.  570: 

"Berlin,  22  February  1941" — 

In  the  upper  right  hand  corner  appears  the 
word  "today." 

"Secret 

"(To  be  presented  before  OSHIFA's  arrival) 
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1  "The  Japanese  Ambassador  visited  me  this 

2  morning.  7e  briefly  developed  his  viewpoints  regard- 
^  ing  the  future  Japanese  foreign  policy.  PSHIMA 

A  arranged  the  three  tasks  of  Japan  in  East  Asia 

5  according  to  their  urgency  from  north  to  south. 

6  "1.) 

7  "Buaala 

8  "OSHIHA  emphasized  the  emotional  side  of  this 

9  question  with  the  Japanese  public.  The  latter  would 

l()  not  admit  an  agreement  (non-aggression  pact)  with 

,,  Russia  if  real  sacrifices  were  to  be  brought  for  this. 

1 2  But  perhaps  a  modus  vivendi  with  Russia  could  be 

13  reached  without  sacrifices  and  would  also  be  sufficient 

14  to  relieve  Japan  in  the  north. 

13  "Speed  is  required. 

If,  ”2.)  -| 

i7  "  china 

is  "0SHTI1A  deplored  that  Japan  had  not  settled 

19  matters  with  CHJANG-1#AI-SHEK  long  ago.  A  settlement 

20  should  new  be  found.  There  were  two  schools  at  present 
2)  in  Tokvo,  one  which  would  directly  agree  with  CHIANG 

2:  KAI-SHEK,  the  other  which  would  put  pressure  on 
CHIANG  KAI-SHEK  by  giving  preference  to  WANG  CHING- 
2j  Y/EI,  OSHIIIA  himself  inclines  toward  the  latter  procedure. 


"3.) 

♦ 


"In  th<s  connection  OSHTIi/i  made  military 


*  |  statements  conrrrnlnp  which  it  may  be  sufficient  to 
mention  that  0SH7MA  considers  It  necessary  to  take 
Honpkonp  ^rst,  which  should  not  be  very  difficult. 
Singapore  has  to  be  seized  In  prand  style  from  the 
'  |  sea  and  from  the  land. 

"I  expressed  doubts  to  0SHI!.*A  whether  the 
'  ;  order  of  the  problems,  which  he  had  mentioned,  fits 
the  demand  of  the  historic  hour  which  would  probably 
i.  (  never  return.  OSKIf'A  replied  that  he  had  onrrpeti cally  I 
advocated  the  rolnt  o?  view  in  Tokyo  that  one  should  J 
:  not  let  slip  bv  opportunities  that  would  determine 

i  the  fate  of  ^anan  for  centuries. 

*  ^  suppose  that  OCi  ILA*s  trend  of  thoupht 

i  when  he  visits  Fusehl  will  bo  wlth/n  the  framework 
depicted  above. 


"(Siened}  •VST.TSArorr.;*  " 


I  will  road  exhibit  No*  571  •  It  is  marked, 
"To  be  kept  in  locked  file,"  and  there  is  a  marginal 
note  indicating  it  was  transmitted  under  No.  223  to 
Tokyo. 

"Telegram"  % 

(Open) 

"Special  train,  28  February  1?41. 

"Fuschl  27  Februrry 
"Oiplopormr  Tokyo*) 

"Secret  noto  for  departn.nt  heads. 

I 

"For  your  purely  personal  information! 

"The  Japanese  Ambassador  OSHIKA  visited  »aq  at 
Fuschl  on  February  23.  The  discussion,  as  always., 
proceeded  particularly  friendly  and  intimately.  As 
regards  details,  it  took  the  following  course: 

"To  start  with,  I  made  a  review  of  the  genera1 
political  situation.  After  'ar  with  England  had  boeor 
inevitable,  the  Fuehrer  decided  uron  an  ag re-  r.ont  v4tl 
Russia  to  avoid  a  war  on  two  fronts.  Jr.  the  loop  viir* 
the  agreement  also  lay  in  the  interest  of  Jaor.r, 
which  is  interested  in  t be  speediest  possible  victory 
for  Germany.  After  the  conclusion  of  the  German- 
Japanese  alliance,  the  further  development  of  this 
/agreement/  must  follow.  F«x  Germany .  there  are  no 
more  military  problems  of  any  kind  on  the  continent. 
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Germany  would  not  tolerate  England  obtaining  a  firm 
foothold  anywhere  on  the  continent  -  in  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  Greece  or  elsewhere.  England's  hopes  for 
blockade,  hunger  and  unrest  were  in  vain,  Upland 
must  be  forced  to  realize  that  she  had  no  prospects 
of  victory  and  must  ask  for  peace.  Germany  was  closely 
v/atching  developments  in  Franco,  was  not  interested  in 
occupying  the  whole  country,  also  lost  French  Africa 
should  fall  to  De  Gaulle.  France's  might  was  broken 
for  all  time.  Garrison  the  Occupied  Countries  v/as 
merely  a  police  function.  Peace  reigned  everywhere 
and  there  was  no  lack  of  food.  Germany  herself  had 

i 

sufficient  food;  occasional  short  supply  of  raw  mater-  | 
ials  had  no  practical  significance.  In  spring  240 
divisions,  including  186  first-class  offensive 
divisions  were  ready  for  use.  Rumania,  Hungary  and 
Slovakia  had  already  entered  the  Tri-Partite  Pact. 
Bulgaria 1 s  entry  was  very  close  at  hand.  The  Turkish- 
3ulgarian  declaration  demonstrated  a  definite  Turkish 
withdrawal  from  military  developments  in  the  Balkans 
end  from  England.  Neither  Turkey  nor  Russia  would 
take  any  action  in  the  event  of  a  Gorman  intervention 
in  Greece.  Jugoslavian  statesmen  had  recently  expressed 
their  desire  for  peace  by  their  visit  to  Germany. 
Jugoslavia  must  come  over  to  our  camp  sooner  or  later. 
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Consequently  the  Balkms  v.'ctq  in  our  hands.  The 
English  would  have  to  evacuate  Craoco.  Italy  had 
suffered  reverses.  She  hpd  attacked  Greece  v,ithout 
our  knowledge  and  with  poor  military  preparation. 
However  the  Italian  front  in  Grerce  was  nov:  stable. 
General  "'AVELL's  advance  in  North  Africa  was  to  be 
explained  by  the  fear  of  tanks  among  the  Italians,  who 
had  not  been  sufficiently  schooled  for  fight  against 
tanks.  n,e  had  not  sent  an  organization  /verband/  to 
Libya,  to  bring  about  a  change  there  if  possible. 

The  Italian  people  stood  firmly  bohind  the  DUCE:  wo 
were  helping  with  the  supply  of  ravr  materials.  *"e 

V 

stood  on  good  and  intimate  terms  vith  Spain.  Sooner 
or  later  she  would  cone  over  to  us  openly;  she  hes¬ 
itated  still  at  present  because  of  the  difficulties 
of  her  food  supply.  "*ith  Russia  relations  were  good  . 
Iloreover,  in  view  of  our  military  strength,  she  would 
bev'nre  of  taking  any  action  against  us  I  STALIN  was  a 
cool  and  clever  politician.  Germany  was  viewing 
natters  in  the  East  with  supreme  ease.  A  Russo-German 
conflict  -  not  wished  by  us  -  would  mean  a  gigantic 
German  victory  and  an  end  to  the  Soviet  regime. 

uIn  the  war  against  .England  our  bombs  had  created 


|  serious  destruction,  despite  bad  weather,  which  was 
having  a  strongly  retarding  effect  on  English  war 
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production,  etc.  "'o  hoped  to  continue  to  destroy 
nuch  riore  with  our  bombardment  than  America  could 
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replace.  From  the  beginning  of  I'arch  onward  tte  use 
of  U-bonts  will  bo  increased  many  tines.  7e  would 
then  deliver  fearful  blows  on  England  through  a  com¬ 
bination  of  the  Luftwaffe  and  U-boats.  English  imports 
must  be  reduced  to  a  definite  mininun,  below  English 
subsistence  level,  through  sinkings,  to  render  the 
situation  catastrophic.  Invasion  of  Enplpnd  was  pre¬ 
pared,  but  depended  on  various  factors.  ROOSEVELT 
v.t.s  the  most  bitter  opponent  of  Germany  and  Japan. 
However  it  was  in  our  interests  to  keep  nnerica  out  of 
the  war .  If  America  did  come  in  to  the  war  despite 
this,  she  could  not  wage  it  militarily.  The  vast 
extent  of  the  oceans  lying  between  us  and  America  made 
this  impossible.  Practically  it  would  amount  only  to 
the  building  of  American  air  bases  in  England.  However 
in  air  warfare  we  were  in  r.  strategically  more  favor¬ 
able  position  vis-a-vis  England,  "'e  -ere  rot  only 
equal  to  a  combination  of  the  British  and  American 
air  forces  but  superior  at  any  tine.  The  number  of 
pilots  was  unlimited,  likewise  the  aircraft  production 
potential.  Giant  reserves  of  material  were  stored  up, 
likewise  munitions.  Production  would  be  concentrated 
on  U-boat  fleets ,  air  fleets  and  flak.  The  war  was 
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von  today,  militarily,  economically,  end  politically, 
wo  v/ished,  however,  to  end  the  war  quickly,  and  for 
Cnpland  to  ask  for  peace  soon.  In  this  connection 
co-or oration  with  Jrrnn  was  important.  In  her  most 
personal  interests  she  should  attack  as  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible.  The  decisive  blow  would  be  an  attack  on 
Singapore,  to  eliminate  England's  key  position  in 
East  Asia  and  to  secure  for  Jrran  a  position  in  East 
Asia  \7uich  it  could  only  win  in  war.  The  occupation 
of  Sinrarore  must  take  place  with  lightning  speed,  if 
at  all  possible  without  a  declaration  of  war  and  in 
the  middle  of  r-eace,  to  contribute  to  a  speedy  terrain- 
ftion  of  the  war  and  to  keep  America  out  of  the  war. 

"Ambassador  OSHIMA  replied,  that  preparations 
for  the  occupation  of  Singapore  would  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  Hay.  For  safety's  sake  preparations  must 
bo  made  not  only  for  v»ar  against  England  but  also 
against  America.  Japan's  supply  of  raw  materials, 
especially  re:  sto'l  and  iron,  was  difficult.  Con¬ 
struction  of  45, COO  ton  ships  had  been  suspended  and 
instead  they  were  building  submarines,  torpedo  boats 
and  speed  boats  for  the  defense  of  the  islands.  The 
moment  for  the  occupation  of  Singapore  must  be  co¬ 
ordinated  'ith  operations  in  Europe.  The  attack  must 
come  from  the  land,  as  it  was  too  difficult  from  the 
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sen.  The  ^ccupn t ion  of  Hongkong  end  the  Philippines 
hod  been  provided  for  in  cose  of  need. 

"I  remarked  that  it  would  be  better  to  deley  the 
Philippines  project  rnd  to  proceed  with  the  surprise 
ccpture  of  Singapore  alone.  In  case  of  a  corresponding 
cxi  lanation  end  notivation  of  the  occupation,  America 
would  stay  out  of  the  war.  Three  reasons  for  speedy 
action  were  of  inportancei 

"(1)  Occupation  of  Singapore  would  ncan  a 
decisive  blow  against  the  core  of  the  British  ’liopire. 

"(2)  America  would  remain  out  of  the  war,  as 
she  was  rot  yet  rrm.ed,  and  would  not  risk  her  fleet 
west  of  Hawaii.  If  American  interests  were  respected, 
even  ROOSHVHLT's  argument  re:  prestige  for  entering 
the  war  would  be  eliminated.  If  she  did  enter  the 
,,?ar,  America  would  have  to  look  on  rowerlessly,  how 
Japan  would  take  away  the  Philippines  from  her. 

"(3)  Japan  must  secure  for  herself  for  the 
coning  New  Order  in  the  world  that  position  which  she 
hoped  to  have  p.t  the  conclusion  of  the  peace.  England 
’•ould  never  give  up  Singapore  through  negotiations, 
but  rather  pontir.ue  fighting  to  the  last.  Ambassador 
OSHIHA  agreed  completely  with  this  line  of  thought. 

He  declared  himself  willing  to  do  evervthing  to  realize 

| 

this  policy.  He  remarked  that  he  had  asked  the 
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Japanese  Foreign  Minister  to  go  to  Berlin  with  the 
nost  concrete  possible  proposals.  I  told  OSHIMA  it 
n-ould  be  good,  if  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  brought 
.-itb  hir  a  final  decision  to  attack  Singapore  soon,  so 
thet  v/e  could  then  discuss  all  the  details  here.  I 
explained  further  that  the  cJL^sJ_j^ojoration  in  all 
spheres,  particularly  ret  news  s^vjxe_jind.  t  h  e_£Eaaa , 
ras  necessary  for  the  conr.on  prosecution  of  the  war, 
such  as  had  already  been  arranged  with  Italy,  Rumania, 
Hungary,  Slovakia  and  Bulgaria  in  an  exemplary.  The 
Ambassador  intends  to  set  up  a  program  with  out  repre¬ 
sentatives  for  the  intensification  of  Japanese  propa¬ 
ganda.  Concerning  the  U.S.A.,  I  remarked  that  blunt  | 

speaking  should  be  employed  appropriately  vis-a-vis  ! 

then.  The  U.S.  people  did  not  like  National  Socialism, 
but  on  the  other  hand,  were  against  entering  the  v/ar, 
so  as  not  to  sacrifice  their  sons.  The  U.S.  people  l 
felt  instinctively  that  ROOSEVELT  and  the  Jewish  wire 
rullers  wanted  to  pull  then  into  war  without  reason. 
Therefore  a  clear  and  strong,  but  not  aggressive, 
rolicy  should  be  pursued  toward  the  U.S. A.  The  U.S. 
people  must  know  that  if  they  had  aggressive  desires, 
an  iron  front  of  determined  peoples,  which  practically  j 
embraced  the  whole  world,  would  oppose  then,  ~e  must 
meet  the  English  rr or agenda  of  Jilsrepresentatlon^  '"ith 
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the  closest  co-operation.  For  this  a  continuous 
exchange  of  ideas  in  s\  eeches  8nd  utterances  about 
principles  vms  necessary.  In  this  connection  I 
referred  to  KATSUOKA •  s  recent  statement  on  Japan's 
readiness  for  mediation  for  peace  and  the  declaration 
of  the  Jap.  ambassador  in  ’Vashington  NOMURA,  on 
Japan's  attitude  in  the  event  of  America  entering  the 
v'nr.  To  ny  reference  that  v/e  had  already  nade  a 
great  contribution  to  the  shaping  of  the  fate  of  the 
allied  Nations  through  the  victory  on  the  continent, 
also  that  in  the  future,  on  account  of  geographical 
factors,  we  would  have  to  boar  the  brunt  of  the  war, 
while  Japan  would  only  have  to  fight  against  the 
periphery  of  the  British  Umpire,  and  that  Japan  must 
now  seize  the  gigantic  opportunity  being  offered  her, 
and  should  not  evade  the  final  consequence  -  OSHB’A 
replied  that  Japan  Y'as  determined  to  maintain  her 
Imperial  position.  As  he  confidentially  told  me, 
KONOYE  and  IL.TSUOKA  thought  as  he  did  and  were  for  an 
early  attack  on  Singapore. 

"I  then  discussed  the  tasks  of  reconstruction  in 
Europe  and  East  Asia  facing  the  powers  of  the  Tri¬ 
partite  Pact  after  the  war.  Over  centralization  was 
to  be  avoided,  and  in  the  economic  sphere,  a  solution 
on  the  basis  of  equality  must  be  found.  A  free _ 
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exchange  of  commerce  on  n  grend  scale  nust  take 
rlace  between  the  great  spheres  of  interest,  the 
European-.<.fricnri  sphere  of  power  under  the  leadership 
of  Germany  end  Italy  and  the  East  Asia  sphere  of 
interest  under  the  leadership  of  Japan.  Japan  could 
conduct  direct  trade  and  conclude  trade  agreements 
with  the  indey  endent  states  of  the  western  hemisphere 
as  before,  rnd  likewise  Germany  and  Italy  with  the 
indc]  ender.t  countries  in  thD  Japanese  sphere  of  power, 
such  as  China,  Thailand,  Indo-China,  etc.  In  both 
economic  spheres  preference  should  be  given  over 
third  powers.  Ministerial  Director  SOHLT/.T's  task 
was  limited  to  concluding  a  trade  agreement.  The 
general  outline  of  the  new  trade  policy  would  be 
determined  in  Berlin  according  to  agreement  by  the 
Economic  commission  of  the  Tri-Part it e  Pact.  Following 
this  up,  I  pointed  out  the  possible  necessity  on  the 
grounds  of  renewed  U.S.  impudence  for  common  action 
to  open  the  eyes  of  the  U.S.  people  to  the  situation 
and  rossibly  bring  about  a  change  in  public  opinion 
in  favor  of  isolation.  I  indicated  the  problem  express¬ 
ly  as  boding  theoretical  and  in  no  way  acute  at  present. 

I.  common  break  in  diplomatic  relations  with  the  U.S. 
by  the  partners  of  the  Tri-Partite  Pact  was  to  be 
considered  should  the  occasion  arise  in  the  course  of 


this  action 


(Signed)  "RIBBENTROP." 

I  offer  in  evidence  rrosecution  document 
4037-0.  This  is  p  telepran  dated  27  February  1941 
from  Ribbentrop  to  the  C-ernan  /j.ibassndor  in  Tokyo. 

THE  FRESIDFNT:  /.dnitted  on  the  usual  terns, 
CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  4037-C  vi 11  receive  exhibit  No,  572. 

(’"hereupon,  the  document  above 
referred  to  *o s  nrrked  prosecution's  exhibit 
No.  572  and  was  received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  HYDE:  I  will  road  exhibit  No.  572: 

"Telepran  (Secret  Cipher  Frocess) 

"To  be  kept  in  locked  file. 

"Fuschl,  27  February  1941 
"arrival,  27  February  1941 
"R.A.M.  49/R  to  Foreign  Office  Berlin 
"1.  Dirlogerna  Tokyo 
"2.  For  Cipher  Bur ecu. 

"Secret  note  for  department  heads. 

"For  the  Ambassador  personally. 

"I  ask  you  to  ’ork  vith  all  the  means  at  your 
command  to  the  end  that  Japan  takes  rossession  of 
Sinpai  ore  as  soon  as  possible  by  surprise.  You  will 
learn  everything  else  from  the  information  telegram 
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disrntched  today,  p.t  the  sane  tine. 

(Sipned)  "RIB3ENTR0P" 

There  is  o  note:  "Transmitted  to  Tokyo  at 

23.50." 

I  tender  in  evidence  prosecution  document 
4C03.  This  is  Directive  No.  24  concerning  collaboratio  i 
vl  th  Japan  issued  by  direction  of  the  Fuehrer  and  from 
his  headquarters  on  3  March  1941.  It  is  used  to  show 
that  Japanese-Cernrn  collaboration  had  proceeded  to 
the  roint  where  military  directions  and  decisions 
were  being  made  by  Hitler  within  ten  days  after  the 
OSHDIA-Ribbontrop  conference. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  /.dnitted  on  the  usual  terms. 
CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  4003  will  receive  exhibit  Mo.  573. 

('"hereupon,  the  document  above  referred 
to  ’-'as  narked  prosecution' s  exhibit  No.  573  and 
was  received  in  evidence.) 

HR.  HYDE:  I  will  read  573: 

"High  Command  of  the  *»rned  Forces 

"Fuehrer  Headquarters,  3  March  41 
"Top  Secret 

"Only  through  Officers 

"14  Copies  —  4th  Copy 
"3LJ LJl.P-C  t  i  v  0  No.  24 


"The  Fuehrer  hr s  i3sued  the  following  directives 
for  the  cooperation  with  Japan* 

"1.  The  air.'  cf  the  cooperation  based  on  the 
Three-Power  Pact,  must  be  to  bring  Japan,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  active  operations  in  the  Far  East.  Large 
English  forces  v/ill  hereby  be  immobilized,  the  center 
of  the  U.S.A.  interest  will  be  diverted  to  the  Pacific 
"In  view  of  the  still  undeveloped  state  of  war 
nobilization  on  the  part  of  her  opponents,  the  pros¬ 
pects  of  success  for  Japan  v/ill  be  the  greater,  the 
earlier  she  intervenes.  The  'Barbarossa1  enterprise 
provides  especially  favorable  political  and  nilitnry 
prerequisites  for  this  purpose. 

"2.  For  the  preparation  of  the  cooperation,  it 
is  necessary  to  strengthen  the  Japanese  war  potential 
by  all  neans. 

"For  this  purpose,  the  Hiph  Commands  of  the 
branches  of  the  i.rned  Forces  must  meet  in  a  compre¬ 
hensive  and  penerous  way,  the  demands  of  the  Japanese 
concerning  the  communication  of  German  v/arfere  and 
combat  experiences  and  assistance  in  natters  of  war 
economy  and  technics.  Reciprocity  is  desired,  but 
must  not  render  the  negotiations  rate  difficult. 

Those  requests  by  the  Japanese  v/hich  might  effect  the 
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conduct  of  the  war  In  r*  short  ti^e  nust  neturolly  be 
rut  in  the  foreground. 

" In  special  cases  the  Fuohrer  reserves  the 
decision  for  h ins elf. 

"3.  The  alignment  of  the  nutual  rims  of  oper¬ 
ation  is  a  natter  for  the  High  Connand  of  the  Navy. 

"For  this,  the  folloy-inr  guiding  principles  are 
to  be  followed i 

"a.  It  nust  be  emphasized  thet  it  is  the  connon 
goal  of  the  war  to  force  England  dov'n  rapidly  in  order 
to  keep  the  U.S.A.  out  of  the  war.  As  for  the  rest, 
Gernany  hcs  neither  political  nor  military  or  economic 
interests  in  the  Frr  East,  which  night  give  rise  to 
reservations  with  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the 
Japanese. 

"b.  The  great  successes  achieved  by  Germany  in 
economic  warfare,  makes  it  particularly  advisable  to 
employ  strong  Japanese  forces  for  the  sane  purpose. 
Moreover  any  possibility  of  assistance  for  German 
economic  warfare  nust  be  utilized. 

"c.  The  raw  material  situation  of  the  Treaty 
Powers  requires  that  Japan  seize  those  territories 
which  she  needs,  especially  if  the  U.S.  intervenes, 
for  the  continuation  of  the  war.  The  deliveries  of 
crude  rubber  nust  be  carried  on  even  after  Japan 
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enters  the  v;er,  since  they  are  of  vital  importance 
for  Gerneny. 

"d.  The  conquest  of  Sinpapore,  England's  key 
position  in  the  Far  East,  would  nean  a  decisive 
success  for  the  active  warfare  of  the  Three  Powers. 

"Besides,  attacks  on  other  systems  of  bases  of 
the  Enrlish  sea  power  --  of  the  American  sea  power 
only  if  the  entrance  of  the  U.S.A.  into  the  war  cannot 
be  avoided  —  will  serve  to  shake  the  enemy's  power 
system  there  and,  Just  as  in  the  case  of  attacks  on 
the  sea  lanes,  will  bind  essential  farces  of  every 
kind.  (Australia). 

"A  date  for  the  beginning  of  discussions  on 
operational  matters  cannot  as  yet  be  set. 

"4.  The  military  committees  to  be  formed  in 
accordance  with  the  Three-Power  Pact  are  to  deal  only 
with  such  questions  which  concern  equally  the  three 
participating  powers.  In  the  first  place  the  tasks 
of  economic  warfare  will  belong  into  that  group. 

"It  is  up  to  the  ’Main  Committee'  assisted  by 
the  High  Command  of  the  "fehrmacht  to  make  decisions 
in  individual  cases. 

"5.  No  hint  must  be  given  to  the  Japanese  con¬ 
cerning  the  operation  'Barbarossa ' . 

"The  Chief  of  the  High  Command  of  the 
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"Tfehrmacht 

"Draft  signed  by  Keitel." 

The  distribution  indicates  the  following: 

"Commander- in- Chief  of  the  Array  (General  Staff 
of  the  Array),  1st  copy;  Commander- in- Chief  of  the  Navy, 
2d  copy;  Commander- in  Chief  of  the  Air  Forces,  3d 
copy;  ’Tehrmacht  Operations  Staff,  4th  copy;  Office  of 
Foreign  Counter  Intelligence,  5th  copy;  Chief,  Foreign 
Countries,  6th  and  7th  copies;" then  there  is  indicated 
distribution  for  the  8th,  9th,  10th  to  14th  copies.  •• 
THE  PRESIDENT:  ’?e  will  recess  now  for 
fifteen  minutes. 

(’Thereupon,  at  1047,  a  recess 
was  taken  until  1105,  after  which  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  were  resumed  as  follows:) 
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MARSHAL  OF  TKL  COURT:  The  International 
Ml  it  ary  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  is  now  resumed. 

THE  PRESIDENT  1  Mr.  Hyde. 

i  R.  HYDE:  I  oresent  prosecution’s  document 
4013  for  introduction  into  evidence.  It  is  a  report 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  German  Navy  to 
Hitler. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms, 

CLERK  OF’  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  4013  will  receive  exhibit  No,  574. 

(’"hereupon,  the  above-mert  tioned 
document  was  marked  prosecution’s  exhibit 
No.  574  and  received  in  evidence.) 

&R»  HYDE:  I  will  read  exhibit  No.  574. 

It  is  marked,  "Top  Secret,'.  (Naval  Operations 
Staff),  Only  by  Officer." 

(Reading) :  Report  of  the  Commander-in-Chief 
of  the  Navy  to  the  Fuehrer  on  18  March  at  1600  hours, 

"(Present:  Chief  OKW,  General  Jodi,  Com¬ 
mander  von  Puttkamer). 

"Examination  No.  2. 

"11.)  Japan. 

"Japan  must  take  steps  as  soon  as  possible 
to  eliminate  Singapore  since  the  opportunity  v/ill 
never  again  be  as  favorable  (whole  English  fleet 
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contained}  unpreparedness  of  the  USA  for  war  against 
Japan;  inferiority  of  the  U.  S.  fleet  to  the  Japanese 
fleet).  Japan  is  making  preparations  for  this  action, 
but  according  to  all  statements  made  by  Japanese  of¬ 
ficers  she  will  carry  it  out  only  if  Germany  proceeds 
to  land  in  England.  Germany  must  therefore  concen¬ 
trate  all  her  efforts  on  inducing  Japan  to  act  imme¬ 
diately.  If  Japan  has  Singapore,  all  other  East 
Asiatic  questions  regarding  the  U.  S.  A.  end  England 
are  thereby  solved  (Guam,  Philippines,  Borneo,  Dutch 
East  Indies). 

"Japan  wishes  to  avoid  war  against  the  USA 
if  possible.  She  can  do  so  if  she  determinedly 
takes  Singapore  soon. 

"According  to  a  statement  of  Admiral 
NOMURA,  Minister  HATSUOKA  has  great  misgivings  about 
the  Russian  question  and  will  make  inquiries  particu¬ 
larly  about  thafc,. 

"The  C-in-C  of  the  Wavy  recommends  (in  a 
personal  conversation  with  the  Fuehrer)  that  MATSUOKA 
be  advised  regarding  the  designs  on  Russia." 

Prosecution's  document  4038-C  and  4038-?! 
are  offered  In  evidence.  The  former  is  a  report  to 
Ribbentrop  outlining  the  course  of  the  contemplated 
conference  with  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA,  which  it 
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1  was  expected  would  take  place  In  a  few  days.  The 
:  latter  is  n  report  to  Ribbentrop  concerning  military 
s  preparations  in  Japan  by  tho  German  Ambassador  to 
/.  Japan  who  had  been  recalled  to  Germany  to  be  present 
:  during  the  MaTSUOKA  conference. 


(  THE  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

;  CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 

:  4038-C  will  receive  exhibit  No.  575;  and  document 

‘  Ho.  4038-B  will  receive  exhibit  Ho.  576. 

(Whereupon,  the  above-mentioned  docu- 
ments  were  marked  prosecution's  exhibits  Nos. 

12  575  and  576,  respectively.) 

^  MR.  HYDE:  I  will  read  exhibit  No.  575. 

1,1  '  (Reading):  "Memorandum  from  WEIZSACKER 

1  '  to  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  dated  24  March  1941. 

16  "Confidential, 

"Regarding  the  memoranda  concerning  MATSUOKA' s 
visit  I  note  the  following: 

19  "1.  The  most  important  topic  is  naturally 

Al  the  time  of  Japan's  entry  into  the  war  against  Eng- 
■M  land. 


23 


"In  order  to  expedite  this  decision  we  still 
have  valuable  concessions  in  our  hands. 

"(a)  Our  renunciation  of  clnims  to  the 
Netherland  East  Indies. 
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(b)  Our  renunciation  of  claims  to  our 
r  former  possessions  in  the  South  Sea,  including  those 
i,  under  British  mandate. 

4  |  Incrensod  support  of  Japan’s  policy 

•  in  China  (either  attempts  at  mediation,  or  the 
(  recognition  of  WANG-CHING-’NEI) , 

"But  I  have  the  impression  that  Japan’s 
y  entry  into  war  against  England  depends  basically  on 

•  our  further  successes  against  England,  and  that  the 
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above  mentioned  concessions  would  not  play  any  great 


i!  1  part  in  it. 
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"2.  MATSUOKA  is  still  following  the  line 
of  an  understanding  with  Russia  and  claims  German 
encouragement  for  this.  A  clear  statement,  which 
course  our  relations  to  Russia  may  take  is  unavoid¬ 
able  in  order  to  protect  him  from  surprises,  and  in 
order  to  control  Japanese  policy  through  him  after 
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his  European  journey.  Private  conversations  with 
other  Japanese  sources  should  be  deferred. 

"To  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister. 

"Signed,  WEIZSACKER ,  24  March  1941." 

I  will  now  read  exhibit  No.  576. 

In  the  upper  left-hand  corner  appear  the 
words,  "Ambassador  Ott." 

(Reading)  j 
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"Note  on  situr tlon  of  Japan 
for  Feich  Foreign  Minister. 

"According  to  Inquiries  with  the  Chief  of 
tho  Nr^y  General  Staff  Admircl  KOKDO,  the  Navy  is 
vigorously  preprring  for  on  attack  on  Singapore. 
Preparations  were  expected  to  be  concluded  by  tho 
end  of  May.  Kc  expressed  misgivings  rc« 

"c)  American  guerrilla  warfare  by  means 
of  submarines  and  aircnrft  from  the  °hilinninc  Arch¬ 
ipelago  against  the  1  >ng  route  for  raw  materials 
from  Nethrrl and  East  Indies  and  the  Malay  Strtes  to 
Japan; 


»b)  The  throat  of  two-fleet  warfare, 

i 

should  British  fleet  be  able  to  trrnsfer  from  the 
Mediterranean  to  the  Pacific. 

"According  to  inquirires  with  Chief  of  the 
General  Staff,  General  SUGIYAKA,  tho  Army  was  also 

a 

making  preparations  for  an  attack.  Conclusion  pre¬ 
sumably  also  end  of  May. 

"Conditions  for  accomplishment  of  this  is 

a  free  rear  towards  Russia. 

I 

"Ambassador  Shi RATORI  stressed  also  the 
necessity  to  tie  up  the  English  fleet. 

"Summarizing:  The  will  to  attrek  is  present 
in  the  l rmy  and  Navy,  nreneretiens  for  attack  arc  in 
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I  progress,  rccomnlishrm  nt  possible  if  the  /. rmy’s  md 
r  Navy»s  objections  could  be  climinrtcd.  Tilitcry 

I I  prospects  favorable.  Tyne  of  r.ttrck  was  not  by  o 

a  novel  nttrek  from  the  see,  but  by  crcetion  of  r  brsc 

on  shore,  from  where  the  eir  forces  could  smoke  out 
f  Singapore.  In  this  way  a  first,  quick  result  can  be 
t  chicvod.  Then  the  time  needed  for  the  actual  capture 
8  of  the  fortress  would  ploy  a  miner  part.  The  effect¬ 
s'  ivoness  of  the  air  forces  is  to  be  enhanced  by  the 
■ 

allocation  of  a  few  experienced  German  dive  bomber 

11  specialists  to  the  Japanese  naval  air  forces.  The 

12  need  for  her  rccr  to  be  left  free  by  Russia,  plays 
a  decisive  part  in  the  Japanese  considerations  and 

14  being  striven  for  by  a  reconciliation  with  Russia. 

15  I  7hc  possibility  of  creating  this  free  roar  by  other 
>6  means  is  to  be  suggested  to  MATSUOKA.  By  this  means 

it  could  be  avoided  that,  should  the  occasion  arise, 

18  !  the  decision  of  an  action  against  Singapore  would  be 

19  1  Put  in  the  background ,  and  that  prominence  be  given 

to  the  Russian  question.  As  the  ra. pproebement  with 
-1  Russia  is  also  soupht  in  the  interest  of  new  crea¬ 
tion  of  commercial  relations  with  Germany,  the  dcs- 

23  patch  o a  the  economic  mission  of  v'OHLTAT  is  quickly 

I 

to  carried  out,  in  order  to  shew  Germany's  good 
!  will  in  economic  relations. 
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l  progress,  accompli  shnu  nt  possible  if  the  Army • s  rnd 
a  Navy's  objections  could  be  climinrtcd.  rilitcry 
i  I  prosoccts  favorable.  Tyne  of  attack  was  not  by  a 
a  naval  nttrek  from  the  sen,  but  by  erection  of  r  brsc 

5  on  shore,  from  where  the  a ir  forces  could  smoke  out 

6  Singaoore.  In  this  way  r  first,  quick  result  cen  be 
achieved.  'T’hen  the  time  needed  for  the  nctucl  capture 

ft'  of  the  fortress  would  ploy  n  minor  orrt.  The  cffcct- 
^  ivoness  of  the-  air  forces  is  to  be  enhanced  by  the 
allocation  of  n  few  experienced  German  dive  bomber 
i  specialists  to  the.  Jrornesc  naval  air  forces.  The 

i  need  for  her  rear  to  be  left  free  by  Russia,  plays 

1  f  decisive  nnrt  in  the  Jrprnesc  considerations  and 
‘  wos  being  striven  for  by  o  reconciliation  with  Russia. 
'|  The  possibility  of  erecting  this  free  rear  by  other 
'I  means  is  to  be  suggested  to  IIATSUOKA.  By  this  means 
it  could  be  avoided  that,  should  the  occasion  orisc, 
the  decision  of  an  action  against  Singa.Dorc-  would  be 
1  put  in  the  background,  and  that  oromincncc  be  given 
to  the  Russian  question.  As  the  rapprochement  with 
Russia  is  also  sought  in  the  interest  of  new  crea¬ 
tion  of  commercial  relations  with  Germany,  the  des¬ 
patch  of  the.  economic  mission  of  v'0HLTAT  is  quickly 
to  be  carried  out,  in  order  to  show  Germany's  good 
will  in  economic  relations. 


"Apert  from  this  it  might  bo  recommended 
tc  piece-  G-  rnrn  snecirlists  for  nutting  in  vorking 
ord'.r  entornrises  connected  vith  vvrr  economy  in  con¬ 
quered  rreen,  rt  the  disposrl  of  Jr. pen,  in  order  to 
mrintrin  uninterruptedly  the  sunnly  cf  rrw  mrtcricls 
frrm  Mother] end  Hast  Indies  rnd  the  Hnlry  Strtes, 
should  Jrorn  occun  these  rrors. 

"In  th:  trrin,  ?r  M^rch  1°41." 
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MR.  HYDE  (Continuing):  Prosecution's  docu¬ 
ment  1340-B,  an  excerpt  from  the  minutes  of  the  con¬ 
ference  between  the  Fuehrer  and  the  Jupanese  Foreign 
Minister  MATSUOKA  on  27  March  1941;  40C5,  an  excerpt 
from  the  record  of  the  conversation  between  the  Reich 
Foreign  Minister  and  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister 
MATSUOKA  in  Berlin  on  27  March  1941  — 

THE  PTIESIDLHT:  Better  complete  the  tender¬ 
ing  of  those!  They  will  not  be  accepted  until 
Mr.  Cunningham  is  heard. 

MR.  HYDE:  Document  4022,  notes  on  the 
conversation  between  the  German  Foreign  Minister  and 
tUe  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA  on  28  March  1941; 
5^7,  extracts  from  the  report  on  the  conversation  be¬ 
tween  the  Reioh  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  the 
Japanese  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA  in  Berlin  on  29 
March  1941;  1376,  extract  from  the  report  of  the  dis¬ 
cussion  between  Reich  Marshal  Goering  and  the  Japanese 
Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA  at  Kariuhall  on  29  March  1941; 
532,  extract  from  notes  on  the  conversation  between 
the  Fuehrer  and  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA, 
at  which  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  was  present  in 
Berlin  on  4  April  1941;  and  then  528,  an  extract  from 


25 


notes  on  the  talk  between  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 


and  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA  in  Berlin 
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on  5  April  1941,  are  offered  in  evidence. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Cunningham. 
i*R.  Ct  NN INGHAM:  If  the  Tribunal  please,  it 
would  be  much  more  convenient  for  the  defense  if  the 
prosecution  would  introduce  the  documents  one  at  a 
tire  instead  of  four  or  five.  That  is  the  first  ob¬ 
jection  that  I  have;  and  the  second  is  —  the  second 
objection  is  that  I  would  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Court  to  the  discrepancy  in  dates  and  to  the 
some  objection  that  I  had  on  Paul  Schmidt's  trans¬ 
cription  of  the  document  that  he  took  notes  and 
transcribed  them  from  literal  notes  some  time  later. 
The  discrepancy  in  the  dates  and  the  documents  a3 
the  prosecutor  read  them  would  be  very  difficult  to 
detect  unless  it  is  called  to  your  attention. 

The  third  objection  that  I  have  is  that  the 
documents  are  German  documents  and  not  Japanese,  and 
I  call  your  attention  to  the  distribution,  which  is 
only  to  German  and  not  to  Japanese  participants  in 
the  conferences . 

THE  PRESIDENT:  V/ell,  your  first  objection  is 
really  a  protest  with  which  we  have  considerable 
sympathy,  Mr,  Cunningham,  V/e  do  not  favor  a  lot  of 
documents  being  put  in  nt  the  same  time,  but  there 
may  be  some  explanation  why  that  should  be  done  here. 
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j  Ordinarily,  the  prosecution  do  not  follow 

r  that  course;  so  we  will  assume  for  the  time  being 

-  i 

v  that  they  have  some  good  reason  for  following  it 
4  now.  As  to  the  dates,  of  course  that  is  not  really 

*  a  ground  for  objection,  but  a  matter  for  noting  by 

(  the  Court  and  for  correction,  if  necessary. 

7  Your  third  ground,  that  these  German  docu- 

*  «  merits  may  never  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 

«  accused,  is  met  by  the  consideration  that  the  ac- 

:t  cused  are  alleged  to  have  conspired  with  others,  and 

11  '  that  the  acts  and  declarations  of  co-conspirators  in 

12  the  course  of  carrying  out  the  conspiracy  are  admissi- 

4 

13  ble  against  all. 

M  The  documents  tendered  are  admitted  on  the 

;  >  i  usual  terms . 

I 

;r> ,  CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 

r* 

1/  No.l3£0-B  will  receive  exhibit  Wo.  577;  document 

is  No.  4005  will  receive  exhibit  No.  578;  document  No. 

19  4022  will  receive  exhibit  No.  579;  document  527  will 

20  receive  exhibit  No.  580;  document  1376  will  receive 

21  exhibit  No.  581;  document  No.  532  will  receive  exhibit 

22  No.  582;  document  No.  528  will  receive  exhibit  No.  583- 

.;>  (Whereupon,  the  above-mentioned  docu- 

2-»  ments  were  marked  prosecution's  exhibts  Nos. 

577,  578  ,  579  ,  580,  581,  582,  and  583, 


respectively,  end  received  ir,  evidence.) 

IIR.  HYDE:  If  the  Court  plea3e,  these  docu¬ 
ments  were  grouped  together  und  offered  at  one  time 
bee. usto  they  relate  to  the  same  general  subject  mat¬ 
ter. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  That  is  not  convincing, 

Hr.  Hyde. 

1(3.  hYDE:  Each  of  these  documents,  your 
honor,  is  supported  by  the  affidavit  of  the  official 
German  interpreter,  Dr.  Paul  0.  Schmidt,  although 
many  essential  facts  and  numerous  incriminating 
inferences  will  appear  from  these  documents.  There 
are  two  principal  purposes  for  their  introduction 


into  evidence. 
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THE  PRESIDENT:  You  realize  now  that  we  view 
v.ith  disfavor  the  introduction  of  a  number  of  exhibits 
at  the  same  time  unless  it  is  highly  desirable  that 
you  should  tenter  them  all  at  the  same  time. 

MR.  HYDE:  If  your  Honor  please,  may  I  state 
t.h<*  two  reasons  for  which  these  are  offered? 

THE  FRESIDEKT:  Briefly, 

MR.  HYDE:  One,  to  show  that  the  contemplated 
military  aggression  was  planned  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Tri-Fsrtite  Pact,  and,  two,  that  the  plan  for  the 
establishment  of  the  so-called  new  order  included  the 
destruction  of  Great  Fritain  and  all  countries  which 
dared  oppose  them. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  It  is  so  clear  from  earlier 
documents  as  to  be  hardly  v/orth  while  re-stating. 

MR.  HYDE:  I  will  read  exhibit  No.  577. 

"Minutes  of  the  conference  between  the 
'Fuehrer'  and  the  Jaranese  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA 
in  the  presence  of  the  German  Foreign  Minister  as 
well  as  Ambossadores  Ott  and  OSHIMA  on  27  March  1941. 

"America  has  three  alternatives:  She  can  arm 
herself,  help  Britain  or  wage  v/ar  some  place  else. 

If  she  would  help  Britain  she  could  not  arm  herself. 

If  she  would  neglect  Britain,  this  country  would  be 
knocked  out  and  America  would  find  herself  alone 


> 
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opposed  to  the  rowers  of  the  Tri-partite  Pact.  But  in 
2  no  case  co- Id  America  wage  a  war  some  place  else. 

'Therefore,  a  better  oprortunity  for  a  Joint 
act  on  of  the  Tripartite  power  than  the  one  established 

i 

today  will  in  all  human  possibility  never  again  arise. 

On  the  other  hand  it  is  clear  to  him  th?t  with  every  .  I 

7  J  historical  act  a  risk  has  to  be  taken  into  consider¬ 
ation." 


9 
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1  * 
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I  will  omit  reading  the  next  full  sentence. 

Such  a  moment  will  never  occur  again,  it  is 
unique  in  history.  He  (the  Fuehrer)  admits  that  there 
is  a  certain  risk  involved,  but  it  is  an  exceptionally 
small  one  at  a  time  when  Russia  and  Britain  are  elim¬ 
inated  and  /.morica  is  not  yet  prepared.-  If  this 
favourable  moment  would  pass  by  and  the  fcuroDean  con¬ 
flict  would  possibly  end  in  a  comuromise,  France  and 
Britain  would  recover  in  a  few  years,  /morica  would 
jo^n  them  as  Japan's  third  enemy  and  Japan  would  sooner 
or  later  be  faced  --ith  the  task  after  all  of  defending 
the  security  of  her  living  space  in  a  battle  against 
those  three  nations. 

i/.ili .  arily ,  too,  there  has  not  been  since 
the  memory  of  man  a  situation  relatively  as  favourable 
as  now,  although  the  military  difficulties  resulting 
from  action  should  not  be  underestimated. 
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2 |  "-specially  favorable  io  the  fact  that  there 

3  eXlEtS  "°  COnflicts  of  interests  between  Japan  and 
her  allies.  Germany,  which  world  satisfy  her  colonial 
demands  in  /frlca,  is  just  as  little  interested  in  East 
■sie  as  Japan  is  in  Europe.  This  is  the  best  basis  for 

cooperation  between  a  Japanese  East  Asia  and  a  Germans 
Italian  Furope. 

^n  tne  other  hand  the  cooperation  of  the 
i  nglo-1 axons  never  meant  a  real  coalition  but  always 
only  a  playing  off  of  one  against  the  other.  Just 
as  much  as  Eritaln  does  not  put  up  with  the  hedgemony 
of  one  nation  in  Europe,  she  would  in  East  Asia  play  1 
off  Japan,  China  and  Russia  against  each  other  to  1 

promote  the  interests  of  her  ova,  empire.  The  United 
State  would  act  just  like  Britain,  she  would  Inherit 
the  empire  and  replace  British  imperialism  with 
American  imperialism. 

I 

"A  better  situation  for  Joint  action  would 
hewdl^ever  again  exist  for  a  personal  reason  also.  He 
'"l ‘■"J£hrer>  has  full  confidence  in  himself,  the 
Gorman  nation  stands  unitedly  back  of  him  as  with  nobody 
also  in  her  previous  history.  He  has  the  necessary  i 
power  of  resolution  in  critical  situations  and,  finally,  j 
Germany  is  experiencing  a  tremendous  series  of  suc¬ 
cesses  which  is  also  unique  in  the  world  but  need  not 
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be  repeated. 

"In  conclusion  the  Fuehrer  pointed  out  that 
his  attitude  toward  Japan  did  not  originate  in  the 
*VOar  1941.  He  has  always  been  for  cooperction  with  this 
country.  Ambassador  OSHIMA  knows  that  he  (the  Fuehrer) 
has  worked  unflinchingly  toward  this  goal  for  many  years. 
He  is  determined  never  again  to  deviate  from  this  line, 
as  already  mentioned,  especially  favorable  for  cooper¬ 
ation  is  the  fact  that  there  are  no  conflicts  in  interest 
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between  Japan  and  Germany.  For  interests  in  the  long 
run  are  indeed  stronger  than  personalities  and  the  will 
of  a  luehrer,  therefore  they  slways  endanger  anew  the 
cooperation  between  nations  if  they  are  turned  in  op¬ 
posite  directions.  In  the  case  of  Jaoan  and  Germany, 
the.efore,  one  can  plan  for  the  longest  time  on  account 
of  the  non-existence  of  such  conflicts.  This  has  been 
his  firm  conviction  since  earliest  youth.  The  Japanese, 
German,  and  Italian  nations  would  be  highly  successful 
if  they  would  c  raw  the  consequences  from  this  Dresent 
unique  situation. 

"MATSUOKA  thanked  the  Fuehrer  for  his  frank 
statements  which  made  the  whole  situation  very  clear 
to  him.  ; 1 though  he  already  has  occupied  himself 
thoroughly  with  the  arguments  advanced  by  Hitler,  he 
would  once  arcin  eonsider  most  thoroughly  the  arguments 
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mentioned. 

"On  the  whole  he  agrees  with  the  views  men¬ 
tioned  by  the  Fuehrer,  hsrecially  he  is  also  of  the 

I 

opinion  that  any  resolute  action  involves  a  certain 
risk.  ^kT'UOKA  declared  with  reference  to  the  report 
of  ..mbassador  Ott  and  the  German  Foreign  ‘,’inister 
through  which  the  Fuehrer  will  probably  be  accurately 
8‘  informed  about  the  present  situation  in  Jaran,  that  he 
,  v/antsto  present  the  situation  personally  and  very 

1P  frankly.  There  ere  in  Jeprn,  as  in  other  countries, 

j,  certain  intellectual  circles  which  can  be  kept  in 

| 

12  check  only  by  a  strong  man.  This  is  the  type  which 

13  although  he  would  like  to  have  the  cubs  of  the  tigress, 

14  is,  however,  not  prepared  to  go  into  the  cave  to 

I 

snatch  them  away  from,  their  mother.  These  trends  of 


2 

3 

A 

5 

( 


16  thought,  v/ere  presented  by  him  using  the  same  picture 

17  at  t  conference  at  headquarters  in  the  presence  of  two 


is  princes  of  royal  blood.  It  is  regrettable  that  Japan 
iy  has  not  yet  rid  herself  of  these  circles,  indeed  that 

20  some  of  these  people  ere  even  in  influential  positions. 

21  Confidentially,  however,  he  can  say  that,  after  a 

22  .  violent  discussion,  he  prevailed  v/ith  his  view  r-t  the 

23  conference  a*-  headquarters.  Japan  will  act,  and  the  t 

24  decisively,  when  she  has  the  feeling  that  she  would 

25  otherwise  lose  a  chance  which  might  only  return  after 
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1  ci  thousand  y&arsj  and  that  Japan  will  advance  regardless 

2  of  the  condition  of.  her  preparations,  because  there 


would  always  be  some  peoDle  who  would  consider  the 
preparation  insufficient.  This  point  he,  MATSUOKA, 
carried  successfully  also  against  both  the  princes, 
ihe  timid  politicians  in  Japan  would  always  hesitate 
ano  would  act  pertly  because  of  a  sympathetic  pro- 
British  or  pro-Amcrican  attitude. 

"IIkTSUOKA  then  pointed  out  that  he  had  ad¬ 
vocated  the  alliance  already  long  before  the  outbreak 
of  the  luropef  n  war.  He  greatly  exerted  himself  at 
that  time  on  behalf  of  its  conclusion,  but  regrettably 
had  hac  no  success.  After  the  outbreak  of  the  European 
war  he  personally  held  the  view  that  Japan  first  should 
attack  Singapore  and  -ut  an  end  to  British  influence 
in  this  district,  and  only  then  should  conclude  the 
'irioartite  Pact,  because  the  thought  of  Japan  joining 
the  alliance  without  simultaneously  making  a  contri¬ 
bution  toward  knocking-out  Eritain  was  unpleasant  to 
him.  Because,  while  Germany  has  already  waged  a 
gigantic  battle  against  Britain  for  a  year,  JaDan,  at 
the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the  Pact.,  hod  not  yet 
contributed  anything.  Therefore,  he  had  very  strongly 
insisted  on  a  plan  of  attacking  ringanore,  but  did  not 
push  it  through  and  then,  by  force  of  circumstances 
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reversed  his  program  end  put  Joining  of  the  pact.  in 
first  place. 

"Me  did  not  hive  the  least  doubt  that  the 
South  Sec  problem  could  not  be  solved  without  the 
capture  of  Singapore  by  Japan.  One  has  only  to  Intrude 
into  the  cave  of  *hc  tiprrss  end  fokc  out  the  cubs  by 
force . 

"It  is  only  a  matter  of  time  until  Japan  will 
attack.  According  to  his  opinion  the  attack  should 
ensue  es  soon  as  ^ossibie.  Unfortunately  he  does  not 
govern  Japan  but  has  to  convert  the  rulers  to  his  opin¬ 
ion.  He  will  surely  also  succeed  in  this  s '•me  day. 

But  at  the  present  moment  he  cannot,  under  these  circum- 
stances,  assume  tny  obligation  to  act  for  his  Japanese 
I  nation. 

I 

"Upon  his  return,  he  would  give  these  matters 
i  his  most  serious  attention  eftrr  his  conference  with  fhe 
Tuchrer  end  the  German  Foreign  Minister  and  after  having 
personally  examined  the  situation  in  Europe.  He  could 
not  praise  anything  definte  but  promises  that  he 
will  personally  advocate  to  the  ut.v.ost  the  goals  indi¬ 
cated  . 

"MATSUOKA  then  also  urgently  requested  the 
statements  Just  presented  by  him  to  be  held  strictly 
confidential  because  upon  their  becoming  known  in 
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Japan  the  members  of  the  cabinet  differing  in  opinion 

4 

would  probably  turn  pale  and  try  to  get  him  out  of 
his  office. 

hilc  endeavoring  to  bring  about  the  pact, 
he  had  also  kept  strictest  silence  until  the  very 
last  moment  end  frequently  and  purposely  created  the 
impression  of  a  pro-American  or  a  nro-British  attitude 
for  the  deception  of  his  adversaries. 

"Shortly  before  conclusion  of  the  pact  it  was 
reported  to  him  that  the  British  Ambassador  made 
strong  propaganda  among  the  Japanese  that  Japan  was 
ploying  a  very  risky  game  by  joining  the  Tripartite 
pact.  The  American  Ambassador  also  expressed  himself 
similarly.  A  few  days  after  conclusion  of  the  pact  he 
asked  the  ..mcrican  .'mbassrdor  whether  the  reports  about 
the  propaganda  were  besed  on  fact.  The  ambassador- 
admitted,  everything  and,  moreover,  stated  that  every 
Japan-.se  he  had  met  since  pub'. iertion  of  the  conclusion 
of  the  pact,  had  expressed  the  opin' on  that  Germany 
would  win  the  war.  This,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  American  Ambassador,  is  untrue,  Germany  has  no 
chance  to  win  the  war  and  therefore  it  would  be  in  his 
( the ‘American  Ambassador's)  opinion  actually  a  very 
risky  game  for  Jepcn  if  she  had  concluded  the  pact,  per¬ 
haps  with  the  assumption  of  a  German  victory. 


"&ATSUOKA  declared  further  that  he  hod 
thereupon  rc-nlitd  to  the  . mericon  /mbassedor  thit 
only  God  knows  who  would  win  the  wrr  in  the  lonp  run. 
rut  he  (UATSUOKA)  did  not  conclude  the  orct  on  the 
basis  of  the  victory  of  this  or  that  oower,  but 
based  on  his  vision  of  the  new  order.  He  had  listen¬ 
ed  with  interest,  to  the  statements  of  the  Fuehrer 
about  the  new  order  rnd  was  fully  and  entirely 
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convinced  by  them.  If  he  would  for  once,  assume 
purely  hypothetically,  that  the  fortunes  of  war  would 
turn  at  a  given  moment  against  Germany,  he  must  state 
to  the  American  Ambassador  thi*t  Japan  would  then  im¬ 
mediately  cone  to  the  assistance  of  her  ally. 

"His  visions  of  the  new  order  were  laid  down 
by  him  in  the  preamble  of  the  Tripartite  Pact.  That 
is  an  ideal  which  has  teen  transmitted  from  one 
generation  to  another  since  time  immemorial.  For 
him,  personally,  the  realization  of  this  ideal  is 
his  life  objective  to  which  he  has  devoted  all  his 
labor  up  to  now,  in  order  to  make  a  small  con¬ 
tribution  on  his  part  toward  its  realization.  This 
Tripartite  Pact,  Eerlin-Rome-Tokyo,  is  also  a  con¬ 
tribution  toward  this  realization.  The  execution  of 
these  trends  cf  thought,  MATSUOXA  emphasized  further, 
stands  moreover  with  the  motto:  'No  conquest,  no 

I 

oppression,  no  exploitation. 1  This  was  not  yet 
understood  everywhere  in  Japan.  However,  if  Japan 
should  ever  deviate  from  this  line,  he  (MATSUOKA) 
would  be  the  first  to  fight  against  it. 

"In  this  connection  LATSUOKA  also  reminded 
of  the  other  princjple  of  the  preamble  to  the  Tri¬ 
partite  Pact  according  to  which  every  nation  was  to 
take  the  place  due  it.  Although  Japan,  too,  will 
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pfttfeed  by  force,  if  necessary,  in  establishing  the 
new  order,  and  although  she  sometimes  would  have  to 
lead  with  a  strong  hand  the  nations  affected  by  this 
new  order,  she  nevertheless  keeps  the  previously 
quoted  motto  constantly  before  her  eyes:  'No  con¬ 
quest,  no  oppression,  no  exploitation. ' 

"During  the  further  course  of  the  conversa¬ 
tion  LATSUOKA  came  to  speak  about  his  discussions 
with  Stalin  in  Moscow.  As  an  ally  he  owes  an  ex¬ 
planation  about  it  to  the  Gorman  Foreign  Minister 
and  would  have  given  it  at  the  morning  conference 
if  the  German  Foreign  minister  had  not  been  called 
away  prematurely.  Now  he  intends  tc  give-  this  in¬ 
formation  to  the  leader. 

"First  of  all  he  intended  to  pay  a  com¬ 
plimentary  visit  to  Molotov  on  ids  trip  through 
Moscow.  After  some  reflection,  however,  he  decided 
to  ask  the  Japanese  ambassador  to  find  out  in  a  mild 
way  from  the  Soviet  government  whether  there  exists 
any  interest  in  a  conference  between  Stalin  and 
him.  however,  before  the  Japanese  ambassador  could 
follow  his  instructions  with  the  Soviet  government, 
the  proposal  was  made  by  the  hussian  government 
itself  for  a  meeting  between  Stalin,  Molotov,  and 
Matsuoka.  he  spoke  with  Mo?.otov  ''or  about  30 
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minutes,  italin  for  one  hour,  so  that  due  to  the 
necessary  translations  he  spoke  perhaps  10  minutes 
with  Lolotov  and  25  minutes  v/ith  Stalin. 

"He  explained  to  Stalin  that  the  Japanese 
are  morally  communists.  This  ideal  had  been  passed 
on  from  the  fathers  to  the  sons  since  time  im¬ 
memorial.  But  at  the  same  time  he  stated  that  he 
does  not  believe  in  political  and  economic  communism 
and  rather  assumed  hat  his  Japanese  ancestors  had 
already  early  given  up  every  attempt  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  and  had  devoted  themselves  to  moral  communism. 

"For  that  which  he  called  moral  communism, 
k/L'i’SUOKA  then  quoted  some  examples  from  his  own 
family.  This  Japanese  ideal  of  moral  communism 
had  been  overthrown  by  the  liberalism,  individualism 
and  egoism  introduced  from  the  West,  't  present 
the  situation  in  Japan  in  this  respect  is  extremely 
confused.  However,  there  is  a  minority  which  is 
strong  enough  to  fight  successfully  for  the  re¬ 
surrection  of  the  'old  ego'  of  the  Japanese.  This 
ideological  strug  :le  in  Japan  is  extremely  bitter. 
But  those  who  fight  'or  the  restoration  of  the  old 
ideal  are  convinced  of  their  final  victory. 

"The  ^nglo-Saxons  are  basically  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  penetration  of  the  above-mentioned 


1  prevailing  ideology;  and  for  the  restoration  of  the 

2  old  traditional  Japanese  ideal  Japan  is  compelled, 

3  therefore,  to  fight  against  the  Anglo-Saxons  Just 
as  well  as  in  China  she  is  fighting  not  against  the 

5  Chinese  but  only  against  Gre.  t-Britain  in  China  and 
c'  capitalism  in  China. 

"iuATSUOKd  stated  further  that  he  had  ex¬ 
plained  to  Stalin  Ills  ideas  about  the  New  Order  and 
thereby  emphasized  that  the  Anglo-Saxons  constitute 
the  greatest  obstacle  to  the  establishment  of  this 

order  and  Japan,  therefore,  of  necessity  has  to  fight 

12  I 

against  them,  he  explained  to  Stalin  that  the 
Soviets  also  on  their  part  are  advocating  something  I 
new  and  that  ho  bellevos  to  be  able  to  settle  the 
difficulties  between  Japan  and  i»ussia  after  the 

16 

collapse  of  the  British  empire.  Ke  pictured  the 

17 

/.nglo-Saxons  as  Japan’s,  Germany's  and  Soviet 

IB  ; 

hussia's  common  enemy." 

19  ! 

1  will  not  road  the  next  paragraph.  Con- 

20 

tinuing: 

21 

"i»Ji?SUOKA,  in  the  further  course  of  con- 

22 

versation,  made  some  remarks  about  the  nature  of  the 

23 

TENkO .  The  TSNNO  is  the  state,  and  the  life  as  well 

2-1  i 

as  property  of  each  Japanese  belongs  to  the  TENNO , 
tnat  is  the  state.  This  is  so  to  speak  the  Japanese 
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version  of  a  totalitarian  state  structure. 

"In  conclusion  MATSUOhA  spoke  admiringly 
about  the  way  in  which  the  Fuehrer  is  leading  the 
German  nation,  which  stands  behind  him  in  complete 
unity,  with  determination  and  power  through  this 
great  time  of  revolution  unequalled  in  history. 

Each  nation  has  such  a  loader  but  once  in  a  thousand 
years.  The  Japanese  nation  has  not  yot  found  its 
Fuehrer.  But  he  would  surely  appear  in  the  hour  of 
need  and  take  over  the  leadership  of  the  nation  with 
determination. 

"Berlin,  1  April  1941.  Signed:  SCilMIBT, 
Ambassador." 

ilw  HYDE:  I  will  now  road  exhibit  578, 
marked  "Top  Secret."  (Reading) 

"Record  of  Reich  Foreign  Minister. 

"Record  of  the  conversation  between  the 
•\eich  Foreign  Minister  (HAL)  and  the  Japanese  Foreign 
Minister  MATSUOKA  in  the  presence  of  Ambassadors  OTT 
and  OSHItiA  in  Berlin  on  27  March  1941. 

"The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  welcomed 
iiATSUOKA  with  cordial  words  as  a  nan  who  has  shown 
by  word  and  deed  the t  he  has  the  same  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  problems  of  his  country  as  the  Fuehrer  and 
;iis  cc -workers  must  have  for  Germany,  and  who  made 


4 


/ 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
R 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 


possible  the  conclusion  of  the  pact  with  Japan  as 

4 

the  responsible  For  ign  Minister  of  his  country. 

The  Tri-Partite  Pact  is  a  very  important  instrument 
for  the  future  of  the  three  countries,  and  represents 
the  foundation  on  which  the  future  of  tho  three  nations 
can  be  assured  in  a  manner  that  has  always  been 
imagined  by  German  and  Japanese  patriots. 

"In  this  connection,  the  heich  Foreign 
Minister  gave  a  survey  of  the  situation  as  it  appears 
from  Germany's  point  of  view. 

"In  reference  to  the  military  situation,  he 
pointed  out  that  Germany  today  is  in  the  final  phase 
of  her  fight  against  r.ngland.  Luring  the  past  win¬ 
ter,  the  Fuehrer  prepared  everything  further  so  that 
Germany  stands  today  completely  ready  for  deployment 
in  order  to  meet  England  everywhere  she  can  be 
reached.  The  Fuehrer  has  at  this  moment  at  his  dis¬ 
posal  perhaps  the  strongest  military  might  which 
has  ever  existed  in  the  world.  Germany  has  ready  to 
strike  240  divisions,  186  of  which  are  first  class 
attack  divisions  of  young  soldiers.  24  of  them  are 
armored  divisions  to  which  must  be  added  more  motorized 
brigades. 

"The  Luftwaffe  has  increased  greatly,  and 
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has  introduced  new  models  so  that  in  the  future  as 
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In  the  past  It  will  be  a  match  for  any  combination, 
that  is,  Germany  is  not  cnly  a  match  for  England 
and  /norica  in  this  field,  but  is  absolutely 
superior. 

"The  Gorman  navy  ov/ned  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  war  only  a  relatively  small  number  of  battle¬ 
ships.  In  any  case,  tne  battle  ships  under  con- 
stiuction  have  been  completed  so  that  even  the  last 
one  of  them  could  be  commissioned  within  a  short 
time. 

"In  contrast  to  the  world  war,  the  German 
navy  does  not  stay  in  port  this  time,  but  has  been 
committed  against  the  onemy  from  the  first  day  of  the 
war.  hlATSUOKA  probably  saw  in  the  news  of  the  last 
weeks  that  German  dreadnoughts  disturbed  the  supply 
routes  between  England  and  America  with  extraordinary 

3UCC6SS • 

"The  numbor  of  submarines,  committed  until 
now,  is  very  small.  At  most  8  or  9  boats  have  been 
in  contact  with  the  enemy  each  time.  In  any  case, 
these  few  submarines  in  cooperation  with  the  Luft¬ 
waffe  during  January  and  February  sank  750,000  tons 
per  month,  exact  proof  of  which  Germany  can  show  at 
any  time.  This  figure,  however,  does  not  include 
the  great  additional  losses  which  England  suffered 
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from  floating  and  magnetic  mines.  At  the  beginning 
of  April,  the  number  of  submarines  will  increase  8 
to  10  fold  so  that  60  to  f>0  submarines  could  then  be 
in  contact  with  the  enemy  constantly.  The  Fuehrer 
here  followed  the  tactics  of  committing  only  a  few 
submarines  at  first,  and  to  use  the  remaining  ones 
*'or  training  the  personnel  necessary  for  a  larger 
fleet  in  order  then  to  attack  the  enemy  like  a  stroke 
of  lightning  by  the  commitment  of  a  larger  number  of 
units.  Therefore,  the  expected  number  of  sinkings 
by  German  submarines  ’'ould  in  the  future  probably  be 
considerably  above  what  has  already  been  reached. 

Under  those  circumstances,  the  submarine  arm  alone 
can  be  described  as  absolutely  deadly. 

"Turning  to  the  military  situation  on  the 
European  continent,  the  heich  Foreign  minister  re¬ 
marked  that  Germany  practically  had  no  longer  any 
enemy  worth  mentioning  because  of  the  subjugation  of 
the  countries  of  t.e  continent,  except  for  the 
small  English  forces  in  Greece.  Germany  will  re¬ 
pulse  every  attempt  by  England  to  land  on  the  con¬ 
tinent  or  to  gain  a  foothold  there.  She  would  there¬ 
fore  not  tolerate  for  the  Enclish  to  remain  in  Greece. 
Viewed  militarily,  the  Greek  problem  is  of  secondary 
importance.  The  only  factor  of  practical  importance 
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is  that  the  advance  toward  Greece  which  probably 
will  become  necessary,  will  obtain  a  dominating 
position  in  the  Eastern  l.editerranoan  which  will  be 
of  considerable  importance  for  the  further  develop¬ 
ment  of  operations  in  these  areas.  In  Africa,  Italy 
has  had  bad  luck  during  the  past  months  because  the 
Italian  troops  there  were  not  familiar  with  the  modern 
methods  of  tank  fighting  and  we re  not  prepared  for 
anti-tank  defense  so  that  it  was  comparatively  easy 
for  the  English  armored  divisions  to  capture  the 
rather  unimportant  Italian  positions.  A  final  ob¬ 
stacle  has  been  placed  in  front  of  further  advance 
by  the  English.  The  Fuehrer  has  sent  General  ROEliEL, 
one  of  the  most  capable  >erman  officers,  to  Tripoli, 
with  sufficient  German  forces.  Unfortunately,  the 
hope  that  General  WAVELL  would  attack  was  not  ful¬ 
filled.  In  several  outpost  skirmishes,  the  English 
encountered  the  Germans,  and  then  gave  up  all  fur¬ 
ther  offensive  intentions.  Should  they  still  under¬ 
take  an  attack  against  Tripoli  then  they  would  meet 
an  annihilating  defeat.  Here  as  well,  the  tables 
certainly  will  be  turned  one  of  these  days,  and  the 
English  will  perhaps  disappear  from  North  Africa 
even  faster  than  they  came." 

THE  PRESIDENTS  Mr.  Hydei  We  will  adjourn 
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AFTERNOON  session 

The  Tribunal  met,  pursuant  to  recess, 

at  1330. 

MARSHAL  OF  THE  COURT  j  The  International 

Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  is  now  resumed, 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Hyde, 

MR,  HYDE:  I  will  continue  reading  exhibit  578,  1 

I 

starting  with  the  last  paragraph  on  page  2. 

(Reading) 

"In  the  Mediterranean  area,  the  German  Luftwaffe 
has  accomplished  good  work  now  for  two  months  and  has 
inflicted  heavy  shipping  losses  on  the  English  who 
had  due  themselves  in  there.  The  Suez  Canal  has  been 
blocked  for  a  long  time  and  would  be  blocked  anew  af¬ 
ter  removal  of  the  obstacles,  Tt  is  no  longer  q 
pleasure  for  the  English  to  be  obliged  to  stick  it 
out  in  the  Mediterranean.  He  (the  Reich  Foreign 
Minister)  believes  that  the  Mediterranean  would  still 
be  blocked  off  during  the  course  of  this  year  in 
such  a  manner  that  the  Lnglish  would  no  longer  re¬ 
present  practically  any  danger.  Their  fleet  would 
be  tied  down  for  the  protection  of  their  position 
in  Africa. 

"If  one  calculates  the  sum  total  of  the  mili¬ 
tary  situation  in  Europe  one  arrives  at  the  conclusion 
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that  the  Axis.  Is  practically  master  of  tho  situ¬ 
ation  in  all  of  continental  Europe*  in  the  military 
field.  A  gigantic  army  is  at  the  disDosal  of  Ger¬ 
many,  which  is  practically  unemployed  and  can  be 
committed  at  any  place  whore  the  Fuehrer  deems  it 
necessary. 

"The  political  situation  is  char'cterizcd  by 
the  adherence  of  almost  all  tho  Balkans  to  tho 
lr i-Partite  Fact.  News  about  a  putsch  and  a  change 
of  goverrvient  arrived  from  Belgrade  this  morning, 
however  all  details  are  lacking  so  far.  Also  the 
political  situation  in  Europe  and  in  the  whole  world 
has  contributed  to  the  strengthening  of  the  Tri¬ 
partite  powers.  Germany  continues  to  strive  to 
win  over  this  or  that  state  which  still  stands  out¬ 
side  of  tho  pact,  to  the  causa  of  tho  throe  powers, 
he  (the  Reich  Foreign  Minister)  can  inform  MATSVCTA 
confidentially  that  Spain  at  least  in  spirit  is  in 
the  Tri-Fartite  Pact.  Of  the  two  or  three  countries 
remaining,  Sweden  and  Turkey  are  especially  interest¬ 
ing.  He  can  tell  MATSUOKA  confidentially  that  here 
too,  attempts  would  be  made  to  win  those  countries 
for  the  Tri-Partito  Pact. 

"Certain  feelers  hove  alroady  been  aimed  at 
Turkey.  Even  if  this  country  formally  has  an 
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alliance  with  England,  It  is  at  least  not  entirely 
impossible  that  Turkey  will  in  the  future  perhaps 
draw  closer  and  closer  to  the  Tri-Partite  Pact. 

"During  the  further  course  of  tho  conversation 
the  Heich  Foreign  Minister  spoke  rbout  the  econonic 
and  tho  food  situation.  Although  it  is  possible 
that  individual  food  items  arc  temporarily  scarce, 
yet  he  could  report  that  regardless  of  how  long 
the  war  lasts  no  food  difficulties  would  arise  in 
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Germany.  Germany  has  enough  space  to  produce  in 

her  own  ar*.a  the  n.ccssary  food  for  tho  duration 
of  the  war. 

1 n  rc£3fd  to  raw  materials,  there  are  cer¬ 
tain  bottlenecks,  as  shown  by  th-_  t»aw  rubber  ne¬ 
gotiations  with  Japan.  Fundamentally,  however,  one 
r.ust  say  here  as  well  that  serious  danger  to  the 
Ftuich  is  completely  out  of  tho  question.  The 
Fuehrer  has  accumulated  war  materials  to  such  a 
treat  extent  that  German  economy  would  proceed  to 
reconversion.  The  German  ammunition  stockpile  is 
so  full  that  not  the  slightest  shortage  would  arise 
for  years.  Therefore,  during  tho  n.xt  months,  a 
gr,.at  reconversion  process  would  be  carried  out 
in  the  economy,  and  the  main  power  of  the  German 
war  potential  would  be  used  for  the  production  of 
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submarines  and  nirplr.ms.  Since  th.-  German  army 
with  the  possible  exception  of  Russia,  practically 
has  no  more  opponents  on  the  continent,  a  high  per¬ 
centage  of  the  German  productive  capncit”  can  be 
used  for  these  two  weapons, 

"In  summary,  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  stated 
that  the  war  has  already  been  won  for  the  axis 
without  doubt,  in  any  case,  it  can  by  no  means  be 
lost  any  more.  It  is  only  a  question  of  time  until 
England  will  admit  having  lost  tho  war.  When 
this  will  happen,  ho  can  naturally  not  predict. 

This  time  under  certain  circumstances  could,  however, 
occur  v^.ry  cuickly.  It  depends  on  the  events  of 
the  next  three  or  four  months.  Kowover,  there  is 
the  greatest  probability  that  England  will  capit¬ 
ulate  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

"In  this  connection,  the  Reich  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister  spoke  about  America.  No  doubt  exists  that 
t'ie  English  would  h>.  vq  given  up  the  war  a  long  time 
ago  if  ROOSjVELT  had  not  given  CHUPCMILL  new  hope. 
There  is  precise  and  clear  information  about  this 
in  Germany  from  England.  It  is  hard  to  sr.y  what 
R00 ultimately  has  in  view,  it  is  not  clear 
whether  he  wants  to  enter  tho  war  or  not.  it  is 
only  certain  that  the  armament  assistance  promised 
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to  England,  cannot  be  produced  out  of  thin  air. 

It  will  take  a  long  time  until  this  help  will  actu¬ 
ally  become  effective.  But  oven  then,  the  question 
of  quality  will  be  very  problematical ,  especially 
in  the  delivery  of  airplanes.  The  individual  mo¬ 
dels  bccone  obsolete  very  rapidly  during  present 
developments.  Improvements  on  Gorman  models  arc 
cade  from  month  to  month  on  the  basis  of  daily  com¬ 
bat  experiences,  and  it  is  doubtful,  whether  a 
country,  remote  from  the  war,  can  produce  the  high¬ 
est  quality  in  airplanes.  In  any  case,  whatever 
German  flyers  have  mot  so  far  of  American  machines, 
they  designated  as  ‘old  junk'.  Therefore,  he  (the 
Koich  Foreign  Minister)  believes  that  a  very  con¬ 
siderable  time  would  pass  before  the  American  help 
for  England  could  even  take  effect.  Germany  in  any 
ease,  also  in  the  interest  of  her  allies  and  friends 
is  striving  to  finish  the  war  rs  quickly  as  possible. 

"The  Tri-Pertite  Pact  has  followed  mainly  the 
aim  of  frightening  America  from  continuing  on  the 
course  taken,  and  to  keep  her  out  of  wrr.  This 
?ocl  is  absolutely  clear  and  appropriate.  Further¬ 
more,  the  Tri-Pertito  Pact  is  to  sorv*  to  secure 
the-  cooperation  of  the  signatories  in  the  new  order, 
in  ease  of  Germany  and  Italy  in  Zuropo,  and  in  the 
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cnsc  of  Jopon  ln  E;:st  As  In,  for  tho  future,  The 
noin  enemy  mot  in  tho  establishment  of  tho  now  or¬ 
der,  is  England.  She  is  ln  the  same  manner  tho 
on  my  of  Japan  as  she  is  tho  enemy  of  the  axis 
powers,  America  must  bo  provonted  by  all  means 
from  entering  the  war  actively  or  from  helping 
Enplr»nd  too  Actively. 

" Examining  tho  possibilities  which  exist  for 
further  cooperation  between  Germany  and  Japan,  the 
questions  arose  again  and  again  during  conversations 
with  tho  Fuehrer  whether  in  view  of  the  new  order, 
that  is  the  defeat  of  England  which  is  necessary 
for  the  establishment  of  the  new  order,  an  active 
participation  of  Japan  in  the  war  would  not  bo  use¬ 
ful.  Tho  Fuehrer  has  thought  about  this  question  ln 
detail,  and  he  believes  that  it  actually  would  be 
very  advantageous  if  Japan  would  arrive  at  tho  de¬ 
cision  to  participate  actively  in  the  war  against 
England,  ns  soon  os  possible.  Germany  believes  that 
for  instance  an  attack  against  Singapore  in  the  near 
future  would  bo  a  very  decisive  factor  for  a  rapid 
overthrow  of  England.  Ho  (tho  Reich  Foreign  Min¬ 
ister)  believes  it  would  be  possible  to  work  from 
there  much  more  closely  with  Japan  in  the  maritime 
and  other  fields.  It  is  also  certain  that  the 
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seizure  of  Singapore  would  bo  a  very  serious  blow 
to  Englnnd.  This  is  especially  of  importance  in 
view  of  the  already  rather  bad  moral  state  of  the 
British  Isles.  Ho  also  believes  that  the  seizure 
of  Singapore  would  perhaps  be  most  appropriate  to 
keep  America  out  of  the  war  becauso  the  United 
States  could  hardly  risk  sending  her  Navy  into 
Japanese  waters.  If  Japan  today  would  succeed  in 
a  war  against  England  with  a  decisive  blow,  such  as 
attack  on  Singapore,  ROOSEVELT  would  bo  in  a  very 
difficult  position.  Practically  it  is  difficult 
for  him  to  attempt  anything  against  Japan.  If  ho 
were  to  do  it  anyhow  and  declare  war  on  Japan,  then 
he  must  roallze  that  for  instance  the  solution  of 
the  question  of  the  Philippines  would  take  place  in 
accord  with  Japanese  Intentions.  This  would  mean  a 
serious  loss  of  prestige  for  the  President  so  that 

he  would  probably  think  about  an  action  against  Ja- 
pan  for  a  long  time, 

"On  the  oth.r  hand,  Japan,  by  the  conquest  of 
Singapore  would  be  put  in  a  position  to  operate  in 


an  entirely  different  manner  than  until  now,  since 
she  Win  then  have  the  absolutely  dominating  position 


in  Last  Asia.  Thus  Germany  believes  that,  if  Japan 
can  decide  on  such  an  action,  this  would  mean  tho 
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solution  of  the  Gordian  Knot  in  East  Asia, 

"In  summary ,  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  stated 
that  in  cr.se  of  an  action  by  Japan  in  this  direction, 
the  war  against  English  tonnage  can  be  waged  with 
much  greater  force  in  East  Asia  as  well,  that  by 
the  courageous  stop  of  Japan,  America  will  probably 
bo  kept  out  of  the  war,  that  Japan  can  secure  her 
position  in  East  Asia  from  which,  according  to  Ger¬ 
man  opinion,  she  cannot  refrain  in  the  long  run  in 
the  new  order  of  the  Greater  East  Asia  Area.  In 
this  connection,  a  number  of  other  questions  will 
certainly  arise  for  the  discussion  of  which  he 
would  b.  available  at  any  time. 

"In  conclusion,  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 
stated  that  the  Tri-Partitc  Pact  could  do  justice 
in  the  best  manner  to  its  true  idea,  that  is,  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  war  or  in  other  words  the 
entry  of  the  United  Status  into  the  war,  in  that  the 
parties  to  the  treaty  conclude  at  the  proper  time 
mutual  agreements  for  the  final  suppression  of  Eng¬ 
land  in  addition  to  the  present  assurances.  In  this 
manner,  the  spirit  of  the  pact  can  be  proven  by  deed 
in  the  most  emphatic  manner  by  all  participants, 

"At  this  moment ,  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 
was  called  to  the  Reich  Chancellery,  Contrary  to 


his  original  assumption  that  it  would  only  be  a 
question  of  a  brief  absence,  the  conferences  wero 
nrolonged  for  a  longer  time  so  that  the  conversa¬ 
tions  with  MATSUOKA  wore  not  continued  any  more 
before  breakfast. 

"In  connection,  the  breakfast  provedod  on  the 
program  took  place  in  the  smallest  circle,  at  first 
in  the  absonco  of  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister,  who 
only  appeared  later. 


"Berlin  31  March  1941 
"Signed:  SCHMIDT." 
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I  will  now  read  exhibit  No.  579. 

"Notes  on  the  conversation  between  the  German 
Foreign  /inister  and  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister, 
MATSUOKA,  on  28  March  1941. 

"The  German  Foreign  Minister  expressed  his 
satisfaction  at  being  able  to  speak  with  Matsuoka  a 
second  time.  The  Fuehrer  would  have  like  to  express 

0 

his  attitude  to  the  questions  at  hand  more  fully, 
but  ?/as  much  occupied  for  the  time  being  with  the 
developments  in  Yugoslavia.  The  details,  however, 
were  not  so  important.  The  essential  part  was  the 
question  of  possibilites  and  prospects  of  closer  co¬ 
operation  between  Japan  and  Germany,  that  is,  con-, 
cerning  the  transition  from  the  passive  to  the  active 
cooperation  of  Japan  in  the  common  task.  The  Germans 
had  heard  with  great  satisfaction  how  spiritedly  Mat- 
suoka  was  proceeding  on  this  matter.  It  was  actu¬ 
ally  the  best  opportunity  that  had  ever  been  granted 
/Japan/  to  achieve  her  objectives,  and  it  would  be 
better  to  make  use  of  this  opportunity  before  it 
slipped  a way.  The  Tripartite  Pact  was  one  of  the  most 
important  agreements  and  it  formed  the  basis  of  re¬ 
lations  between  Japan  and  Germany  for  centuries. 

There  were  no  clashes  of  interest. 

"j.he  situation  was  such  that  a  new  order 


_ _ 
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could  only  bo  establishrd  If  Great  Britain  were 
utterly  defeated.  This  was  true  in  even  greater 
measure  for  Japan  than  for  Germany,  which  already 


dominated  the  European  continent  and  which  would 
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within  this  year  draw  into  her  dominion  the  Medi¬ 
terranean  area  and  Africa,  Insofar  as  she  had  in¬ 
terests.  Germany  would  then  have  all  she  needed. 
She  did  not  seek  world  domination  as  Roosevelt  hod 
falsely  asserted.  The  Fuehrer  wanted  to  get  the 
war  over  with  as  soon  as  possible  in  order  to  turn 
back  to  his  task  of  construction.  The  goal  which 
he  had  assigned  himself,  namely,  to  assure  the 

neici.  the  utmost  security,  had  really  already  been 
achieved. 

"In  contrast,  the  new  order  in  the  Great¬ 
er  Hast  Asia  sphere  could  only  be  achieved  if  Japan 
also  controlled  the  south.  For  this,  however,  the 
capture  of  Singapore  was  essential. 

.  e rard ing .Russia ,  the  German  Foreign 
Mnister  declared  that  the  Germans  did  not  know 
how  things  would  develop  in  this  direction.  It 


was  possible  that  Russia  might  take  the  wrong  course 
although  he  really  didn’t  expect  this  of  Stalin, 
ho  one  could  know.  At  any  rate  Germany  would  in¬ 
stantly  strike  if  Russia  undertook  anything  against 
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Japan  and  would  thereby  cover  Japan's  rear  with 
respect  to  Russia.  In  this  fashion  the  first  of 
thf  mis  ivings  of  the  Japanese  statesmen,  and  espec¬ 
ially  of  the  Japanese  army,  reported  by  Ambassador 
Ott,  would  be  set  at  rest  by  the  help  of  the  Ger¬ 
man  army.  The  second  misgiving,  which  the  Japanese 
Navy  in  particular  had  expressed  with  regard  to 
the  English  Home  Fleet  and  the  English  Mediterranean 
Fleet,  he  (the  German  Foreign  Minister)  could  answer 
by  saying  that  both  these  English  fleets  would  be  con 
contained  by  Germany  within  European  and  Mediterra¬ 
nean  waters.  Finally  the  Japanese  anxiety  regarding 
America  had  been  expressed.  The  United  States,  how¬ 
ever,  would  not  risk  her  fleet  against  Japan,  and  she 
would  not  send  it  out  farther  than  the  Hawaiian  Is¬ 
lands.  A  great  Japanese  success  at  Singapore  would, 
on  tae  contrary,  strengthen  American  neutrality. 
Roosevelt  would  then  hesitate  to  undertake  anything 
at  all  imprudent. 

"Although  he  (the  Cerman  Foreign  Minister) 
thoroughly  understood  the  situation  in  Japan,  which 
Matsuoka  had  illustrated  by  his  tale  of  the  tiger  and 
her  young,  yet  he  must  allude  again  to  the  fact  that 
two  of  the  strongest  countries  in  the  world,  who  are 
possessed  of  a  youthful,  powerful,  and  fearless 
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spirit,  had  been  granted  by  Providence  an  opportunity 
that  perhaps  recurs  only  once  in  a  thousand  years. 
Germany's  great  opportunity  lies  in  b'-'r  Fuehrer, 
whose  co-workers  are  meroly  implements  to  carry  out 
his  will.  He  (the  German  Foreipn  Minister)  had 
again  and  again  explained  to  the  English  and  French 
Ambassadors  that  they  must  never  fall  into  the  error 
of  comparing  the  Germany  of  Today  with  the  Germany 
of  1914  and  1918. 

"Even  then  the  Reich  had  stood  up  for  four 
years  against  a  world  of  enemies,  and  only  through 
its  disunity  and  its  inner  weakness  had  it  lost  the 
war.  Now,  however,  it  was  unified  and  had  thereby 
double  strength,  which,  through  the  highly  rifted 
leadership  of  Adolf  Hitler,  would  be  redoubled  so 
that  henceforth  Germany  must  be  regarded  as  having 
four  times  her  strength  in  the  /First/  V/orld  War. 

The  ambassadors  had  thrown  this  warning  to  the 
winos.  However  these  predictions  had  been  fulfilled 
and  there  was  nothing  in  the  world  which  would  stop 
Germany  and  Italy  from  ruling  absolutely  the  Euro- 
pean-African  hemispheres.  If  such  an  opportunity 
should  present  itself  to  Japan  under  such  circum¬ 
stances,  she  must  consider  these  things  very  care¬ 
fully  and  not  let  the  opportunity  slip  from  her 
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grasp. 

" ;°  sure  when  the  present  ?/ar  would 
end,  could  not  be  prophesized  with  certainty,  but 
the  German  Foreign  Minister  had  the  feeling  that 
p‘  rhaps  England  might  collapse  sooner  than  was  gen¬ 
erally  expected.  If  the'  English  were  to  beg  sudd¬ 
enly  for  peace,  it  would  bo  most  desirable  if  Ger¬ 
many  and  Japan  were  able  together  to  determine  that 
peace. 
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"The  German  Foreign  Minister  then  spoke  of 
his  family  traditions,  which  had  always  been  pro- 
Japanesc,  Moreover  he  had  already  in  1934  had  an 
important  talk  wit!,  the  Fuehrer  on  German-Japanese 
collaboration.  The  Fuehrer's  high  respect  for  Japan 
had  begun  vith  the  Russo-Japanese  war.  Now  the  most 
important  thing  was  not  to  let  slip  the  joint  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  offered  it.*’.elr  ir.  19*1, 

"hatsuoka  rep: iao  that  he  was  of  the  same 
opinion.  He  too  believed  on  the  basis  of  reason  and 
intuition  thLz  1°41  would  appear  in  history  as  a 
decisive  year.  In  it  the  greatest  tragedy,  the  coll¬ 
apse  of  the  British  Empire,  would  take  place.  He 
felt  that  the  German  nation  in  Europe  and  the  Japan¬ 
ese  nation  in  the  Far  Fast  acted  almost  under  a 
divine  order  to  break  up  the  British  Empire  and  to 


i 


6,518 


establish  a  New  Order. 

"Matsuoka  then  asked  v/hat  attitude  Germany 
would  assume  toward  the  United  States  if  England 
v/ero  brought  to  her  knees  in  summer,  but  America 
wore  not  as  yet  at  war. 

"The  German  Foreign  Minister  answered  that 
this  depended  on  the  attitude  of  the  United  States 
herself.  Of  course,  the  possibility  of  an  occu¬ 
pation  of  the  British  Isles  required  a  good-wcathor 
period,  and  the  British  might  possibly  try  to  set 
up  a  nr/  t  ovrrnmc-nt  in  the  United  Itstss,  But  in 
his  opinion  this  could  not  b:  csrrir.o  out. 

''h'tCsuoka  thereupon  tar  do  his  question  more 
specific  in  the  following  v;ay;  If  England  were  beat¬ 
en  to  the  gro’ind ,  the  TT.iltcd  ^.atos  would  not,  in 
his  opinion,  go  on  supp  -".Jng  Biitish  Empire. 
Canada  would  be  oe.  rjy  a.ro  u  annexed.  V/ould 

Germany,  under  thonc  r* r r»  :f0  3,.  leave  the  United 
States  aa.cn-: .  Tt ?  Ccir-v  Foreign  Minister  replied 
that  Gcrmtry  ,uc  nr.  int-rcst  vie.  I  soever  in  a  war 
•gainst  the  'in i tod  States,  “‘at  suoka  acknowledged 
tnis  with  satis' act  Jen  and  the?  remark  that  one  had  to 
reason  with  the  Anglo- Saxe  .s  ns  a  whole;  if  we  did 
not  succeed  Ln  converting  America  to  our  ideas,  a 
New  Order  could  not  be  established.  The  German 
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Foreign  Minister  replied,  that  each  would  exercise 
control  in  his  own  sphere.  Germany  would  do  this, 
to* ether  with  Italy,  in  the  Europeon-African  sphere, 
the  United  States  would  have  to  limit  herself  to 
the  American  continent,  and  the  Far  Fast  would  be 
reserved  for  Japan.  As  regards  Russia,  she  would 
have  to  be  watched  closely  and  revolutionary  pro¬ 
paganda  would  not  be  permitted  on  any  occount.  In 
the  future,  only  the  aforementioned  three  spheres  of 
interest  would  remain  as  great  centers  of  power. 

The  British  Empire  would  disappear." 

I  will  omit  the  entire  next  paragraph. 

I. 

(Continuing! ) 


15 

16 

17 ; 
18 

19  ' 


20  , 
21 
22 


23 


24 

25 


"Mat.suoka  furthermore  talked  of  the  long¬ 
term  commercial  treaty,  which  would  be  concluded 
with  Russia.  He  then  put  before  the  German  Foreign 
Minister  the  question,  if  he  should  on  his  return 
trip  stop  over  a  little  longer  in  Moscow,  to  neg¬ 
otiate  with  the  Russians  regarding  the  Mon-Agression 
Pact  or  the  Neutrality  Pact.  Here  he  emphasized 
that  immediate  admission  of  Russia  to  the  Tripartite 
Pact  would  never  be  allowed  by  the.  Japanese  people. 

It  would  on  the  contrary  cause  one  cry  of  indignation 
to  arise  throughout  Japan.  The  German  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  replied  that  such  an  accession  of  Russia  to  the 
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pact  '.;ps  out  of  the  question  and  suggested  to  Mat- 
suoka,  if  at  all  possible,  not  to  touch  on  the  afore¬ 
mentioned  questions  in  Moscow,  as  it  was  not  apt  to 
fit  quite  into  the  framework  of  the  present  situation. 

"Upon  a  further  remark  by  Uatsuoka,  that 
the  conclusion  of  a  fishing  and  of  a  commercial 
agreement  would  improve  the  atmosphere  between  Russia 
end  Japan,  the  German  Foreign  Minister  replied  that 
there  were  no  oh  lections  to  the  conclusion  of  such 
purely  commercial  treaties.  In  this  connection, 
fJatsuoka  further  mentioned  that  America  was  closely 
watching  Japanc se-Russian  relations  and  for  her  part 
was  trying  to  conclude  an  agreement  with  Russia 
against  Japan. 

"Matsuoka  then  again  ccmc  to  speak  of 
Singapore.  The  Japanese  were  not  worried  about  the 
British  Ur.vy.  However,  there  were  Japanese  circles 
which  looked  with  erect  misgivings  upon  a  conflict 
with  America,  as  they  presumed  that  in  such  a  ease 
it  '-onld  mean  a  fivc-to-ten  year  war  with  the  United 
States.  He  immediately  admitted  that  America  would 
not  stake  her  fleet  in  a  var  against  Japan,  but  for 
that  very  reason  these  Japanese  circles  were  worried 
because  under  these  circumstances  the  war  would  last 
for  years.  The  German  Foreign  Minister  replied  that 
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In  his  opinion  Roosevelt  would  never  let  it  come  to 
a  war,  as  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  impossibility 
of  an  advance  against  Japan.  Japan  for  her  part, 
could,  however,  occupy  the  Philippines  and  thus  deal 
a  sc vow  blow  to  Roosevelt's  prestige.  If  Japan  con¬ 
curred  Singapore,  the  greater  part  of  the  world  would 
thus  be-  under  the  control  of  the  Tripartite  Pact  • 
powrrs  anyway  rnd  America  would  find  herself  in  an 
isolated  position. 

"hatsuoka  was  personally  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  German  Foreign  Minister's  line  of  thought. 

If  Japan  did  not  run  the  ride  connected  with -the 
conquering  of  Singapore,  it  v;cS  his  opinion  that  she 
would  become  a  third-rate  power.  Therefore,  in  any 
case,  the  blow  would  have  to  be  dealt  one  day.  If 
he  succeeded  at  the  same  time  in  keeping  the  United 
States  quiet  for  six  months,  all  difficulties  would 
be  overcome.  A  nation  which  hesitated  in  a  matter 
of  such  fundamental  national  importance  would  only 
prove  that  it  lacked  the  most  important  character¬ 
istic,  the  capability  of  decision. 

"Berlin,  31  March  1941." 
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I  will  now  road  exhibit  580. 


:  "REPORT  OF  TI  E  CC ''VERSA  TI CN  BETWEEN  THE  REICH  MINISTER 

FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (RAM)  AND  THE  JAPANESE  FOREIGN 
3  MINISTER  MATSUOKA  IN  BERLIN  on  2°  MARCH  1941. 

<  "The  RAH.  resumed  the  oreccdinp  convcrsrtion 

I  with  MATSUOKA  about  the  letter’s  imnondinp  telks  with 

<  the  Russians  in  Moscow,  where  they  hrd  loft  off.  He 

<  expressed  tie  opinion  that  it  would  probably  be  best, 

£•  in  view  of  the  whole  situation,  not  to  carry  the  dis- 
5  cussions  with  th~  Fussinns  too  far.  He  did  net  know 
10  how  the  situation  would  develoo.  One  thing,  however, 

I 

II  we s  certain,  namely  that  Germany  would  strike  imnedi- 

12  ctely,  should  Russia  ever  attack  Jcorn.  Ho  was  ready 

13  to  Rive  MATSUOKA  this  Dositivc  assurance,  so  that  Japan 
^  could  push  forward  to  the  South  on  SII-GAPORE,  without 

15  fear  of  nossiblc  complications  with  Russia.  The  larg- 

16  ost  part  of  the  German  nrmy  was  anyway  on  the  Eastern 

17  frontiers  of  the  Reich  and  fully  nroprred  to  open 
lu  the  attack  at  any  time.  He  (the  RAM)  however  bc- 
19llicvcd,  that  Russia  would  try  to  evoid  developments 

Loading  to  war.  Should  Germany  however  enter  into  a 
conflict  with  Russia,  the  US?R  would  be  finished  off 

~~  "ithin  a.  few  months.  In  this  ease,  Japan  would  have, 

\ 

bf  course,  even  less  reason  to  bo  afraid  than  ever,  if 
jshe  wanted  to  advance  on  Singa  poro.  Consequently ,  she 
heed  not  refrain  from  such  an  undertaking  because  of 


nopsible  fears  of  Russia." 


I  will  omit  the  next  paragraph. 

(Continuing*) 

"Next,  the  RAH  turned  egein  to  the  Singe  - 
oorc  question.  In  view  of  the  ferrs  expressed  by 
the  Japanese  of  possible  ottreks  by  submarines  based 
on  the  PHI LI  PAINES  and  of  the  intervention  of  the 
British  Jlcditerranoan  and  Homo  fleets,  he  had  again 
discussed  the  situation  with.  GENERAL -APinRAL  RAEDER. 
The  latter  had  stated  that  the  British  Navy  during 
this  yo-r  would  have  its  han^s  sc  full  in  the  English 
heme  waters  and  in  the  Hediterraneen  that  it  would 
not  be  able  to  send  oven  r  single  ship  to  the  Far 
E^st.  General-/dmirnl  RAEDEP  had  described  the  U.S. 
submarines  as  so  bad,  thrt  Japan  need  not  bother 
about  them  at  oil. 

"IAATSUOKA  replied  immediately  that  the 
Jaorncse  Navy  had  a  very  low  estimate  of  the  threat 
from  the  British  Navy;  it  also  held  the  view  thet  in 
case  of  r  clash  with  the  American  Navy  it  would  be 
able  to  smash  the  latter  without  trouble.  It  was 
r.frrid,  however,  that  the  Americans  would  not  take 
un  t.ho  battle  with  their  fleet;  thus  the  conflict 
with  the  United  States  might  onrhaps  be  dragged  cut 
five  years.  This  possibility  caused  considerable 
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worry  in  Japan. 

"The  RAi:  replied  thot  America  could  not 
do  anything  against  JcDa.n  in  the  case  of  the  capture 
of  Singapore.  Perhaps  for  this  reason  alone,  ROOSE¬ 
VELT  would  think  twice  before  deciding  on  active 
measures  against  Japan.  For  whilo,  on  one  hand,  he 
could  not  achieve  anything  against  Jnoon,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  the  probability  of  losing  the  Philip¬ 
pines  to  Jenan;  for  the  American  President,  of  course, 
this  would  mean  a  considerable  loss  of  orostige  pnd, 
because  of  inadequate  renrmcment,  ho  would  have 
nothing  to  offset  such  a  loss. 

"In  this  connection,  MATSUOKA  pointed  out, 
he  was  doing  everything  to  reassure  the  English  about 
Singapore.  He  acted  rs  if  Japan  had  no  intention  at 
ell  regarding  this  key  oosition  of  England  in  the  Erst. 
Therefore  it  might  be  possible  that  his  attitude  to¬ 
ward  the  British  would  eppoer  to  be  friendly  in  words 
and  in  acts.  However  Germany  should  not  be  deceived 
by  that.  He  assumed  this  attitude,  not  only  in  order 
to  reassure  the  British,  but  also  in  order  to  fool 
the  nro-British  and  Pro-American  elements  until  one 
day  he  would  suddenly  onen  the  attack  on  Singapore, 

"The  RAI!  declared  that,  in  his  opinion, 
Jananf s  declaration  of  war  on  England  should  take 
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the  form  of  cn  attack  on  Singapore, 

"In  this  connection,  KATSUOKA  stated,  his 
tactics  were  based  cn  the  certcin  assumption  that  the 
sudden  rtt'ck  against  Singapore  would  unite  the  entire 
Japanese  nation  with  one  blow.  (•Nothing  succeeds 
like  success,1  the  RAM  remarked.)  He  followed  here 
the  example  cf  the  words  of  n  famous  Japanese  stntes- 
n;  n,  rcr  ressed  to  the  Japanese  Navy  ct  the  outbreak 
c *  Ri’sso-Jr.pcnesc  wrr:  *You  open  fire,  then 
the  nation  will  be  united.'  The  Jrcanesc  need  to 
bo  shaken  uo  to  nwkon.  After  nil,  rs  cn  Oriental, 
ho  believed  in  f^te  which  would  come,  whether  you 
v/cn ted  it  or  not. 

"Later  on,  the  discussion  turned  to  tho 
question  of  the  transportation  of  rubber.  The  RAM 
asked  KATSUOKA  to  see  vhrt  the  possibility  was  of 
transportation  by  one  or  two  Japanese  auxiliary 
cruisers  to  Lisbon  or  to  Frence. 

a  I  AT  SU  OKA  replied  that,  immediately  after 
the  steps  taken  by  Ambassador  Ott  in  connection  with 
the  rubber  question,  he  had  interceded  in  favor  of 
Jaoan  delivering  certain  quantities  to  Germany  from 
her  own  rubber  stocks,  and  later  on  making  up  the 
resulting  deficit  in  rubber  from  Indc-Chlnn. 

"ihe  RAM  pointed  cut  in  this  connection 
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that  communication  vir  Sibcrinn  roilv'ay  was  insuf¬ 
ficient  and  that,  moreover,  18, COO  tons  of  French 
rubber  from  Indo-China  would  be  delivered  to  Japan 
through  German  intervention.  Hr  here  rsked  about  the 
size  of  auxiliary  cruisers  possibly  tc  be  used  for 
the  transportation  of  the  rubber.  LJATSUOKA,  v/ho 
stated  that  he  wrs  not  precisely  informed,  estimated 
the  size  of  10,000  tons. 

"Then  the  RAJi,  referring  to  the  discussion 
wit}-  Reich  Minister  Funk,  turned  the  conversation  to 
the  future  trade  relationship  o  between  Japan  end  Germany. 
He  amplified  ho.,  the  idea  that  trade  between  the  big 
economic  areas  of  the  future,  i.o.,  Europe  and  Africa 
on  one  hand  and  the  Far  East  on  the  other,  must  devel¬ 
op  on  a  comparatively  free,  basis,  whereas  the  American 
Hemisphere,  et  any  rate  as  far  as  the  United  Stetes 
was  concerned,  would  remain  self-sufficient,  cs  she 
had  everything  that  she  needed  in  her  own  territory, 
end,  therefore,  did  net  come  into  question  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  exchanges  with  other  cecnomic  areas.  In 
South  /mericr,  however,  things  were  different.  Here 
exchange  possibilities  with  other  economic  areas 
actually  presented  themselves. 

"M/.TSUOKA  replied  that  she  needed  coopera¬ 
tion  with  Germany  for  her  own  reconstruction  and  for 

_ l 
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the  development  o<*  Chino.  He  hod  rlready  seme  time 
rpo  given  written  Instructions  to  the  Jancnese  mission 
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In  Chino  to  grant  preferential  treatment  to  German  and 
Itrlirn  eccncmjc  interests,  similar  to  what  was  al- 
re.'dy  carried  out  in  Manchukuo  and  North  Chino.  Japan 
was  nrt  in  a  position  to  develop  the  extensive  areas 
in  China  without  the  assistance  of  German  technical 
science  and  German  enterprise.  Outwardly  she  will, 
of  course^  declare  the  open  door  nolicy,  in  actual 
fact,  hov'cvcr ,  she  will  concede  preferential  treat¬ 
ment  to  Germany  and  Italy. 

"He  must  moreover  admit  openly  that  Japan¬ 
ese  business  circles  feared  their  Gcrmcn  competitors, 
v'hrm  they  considered  as  very  competent,  whereas  they 
were  only  amused  at  British  and  American  competitors. 
German  business  circles  had  much  the  same  opinion 
about  the  Japanese,  which  resulted  in  complaints  from 
both  sides.  He  wrS,  however,  of  the  cpinion  that  the 
interests  cf  both  sides  could  be  brought  into  harmony 
and  tcld  Japanese  industry  not  to  be  afraid  cf  German 
competition  but  rather  to  attempt  to  solve  the  problem 
by  equal  efficiency.  In  any  case,  the  Japanese 
Government  would  dr  everything  in  order  to  equalize 
the  interests  cf  both  sides. 

"Following  this,  MATSU OKA  again  turned  the 
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conversation  to  Jrnrncsc-Russirn  relations.  Ho 
nointcd  out  that  he  hrd  proposed  r.  Non-Aggression 
Pr  ct  to  the  Russians,  to  which  Molotov  hod  replied 
with  a  oronosrl  of  a  neutrality  rgreement.  There¬ 
fore,  during  his  stoy  in  Hoscew,  he  nust  adoot  the 
attitude  of  hoving  be  n  the  one  to  make  the  origincl 
nen-aggresaion  nronosnl.  Kc  rlso  v/onted  to  toko  this 
opportunity  tc  t ry  to  induce  the  Russians  to  forego 
the  Northern  holf  of  the  Sakhnlicn  Pcninsulc. 

There  were  important  oil  resources  there,  r.gcinst 
the  exploitation  of  which  the  Russirns  were  making 
conceivable  difficulty.  Mr tsuokr  estimated  the  total 
maximum  quantity  which  could  be  obtained  from  these 
ell  resources  rt  2  million  tons.  He  would  make  a.n 
offer  to  the  Russians  to  require  North  Sakhalien  by 
purchase . 

"To  a  question  by  the  RAH  v'hcthcr  the 
Russians  would  be  prepared  to  sell  these  territories, 
KATSUOKA  replied  that  this  was  highly  doubtful, 
Hclrtov  had  asked  the  Japanese  ambassador,  on  a  sug¬ 
gestion  tc  this  effect,  whether  'this  was  supposed 
to  be  a  joke.’  Japan  was  in  any  case  prepared  to 
make  ether  agreements  as  the  equivalent  of  the  Ports¬ 
mouth  and  Peking  Treaties  and  a] so  to  give  up  her 
fishing  rights.  In  any  ease  he  would  have  to  take 


6,529 


up  these  nrttors  end,  above  oil,  the  question  of 
the  Non-aggression  Poet  during  his  stay  at  Moscow. 

Hc  rskod  the  RiM  Aether  he  should  deel  with  these 
questions  very  deeply  or  only  just  touch  on  them.  ! 

"The  FhM  replied  that  ho  wrs  of  the  opinon 
that  those  points  mid  be  dealt  with  only  in  a  auroly 
formal  ray  and  would  not  be  gone  into  deeply.  The 
question  mentioned  by  KATSUOKA  regarding  Sakhcllen 
could  be  settled  even  lo ter.  Should  the  Fussiens 
follow  r.  stupid  policy  and  compel  Germany  to  strike, 
ho  would,  In  view  of  tho  tenner  of  the  Japanese  Army 
in  Chin.  ,  emsider  it  right  if  this  cr%my  were  prevent¬ 
ed  frrm  acting  against  Russia.  Japan  was  helping 
the  Joint  issue  boat  if  she  did  not  allow  herself  to 
be  diverted  by  anything  from  the  action  against  Singa- 
por  .  v/ith  a  joint  victory,  the  fulfilment  of  the 
aforementioned  desires  would  in  any  case  fall  into 
the  lap  of  Jr Dan  as  a  rioo  fruit  to  a  large  extent. 

"MATSU OKA  then  introduced  the  subject  of 
German  assistance  in  the  blow  against  Singapore,  a 
rubj  ct  which  had  been  broached  to  him  frequently, 

and  mentioned  the  oropcsal  of  a  German  written  promise  , 
cf  assistance. 

"The  RAH  replied  thet  he  hod  nlreedy  dis¬ 
cussed  these  questions  nth  /mbossodcr  OSKTMA.  Ho 
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had  asked  him  tc  orocure  mnps  cf  Singapore  in  order 
tirt  the  FUEHRER  -  v/ho  probably  must  be  considered 
the  grortest  expert  on  militnry  questiens  at  the 
present  time  -  could  rdviso  Japan  on  the  best  method 
of  attack  against  Singcnore.  German  experts  on 
aerial  warfare,  toe,  would  bo  r.t  her  disposal;  they 
could  draw  no  a  report,  based  en  their  Eurooean  ex¬ 
periences,  for  the  Japanese  on  the  use  cf  dive- 
bombers  from  airfields  in  the  vicinity  against  the 
British  fleet  in  Singapore.  Thus  the  British  fleet 
would  be  forced  to  disappear  fr~m  Singapore  imuedlate- 


"HATSUOKA  remarked  that  Japan  was  less  con¬ 
cerned  with  the  British  fleet  than  with  the  capture 
of  the  fortifications. 

"The  RAl!  replied  that  here,  too,  the 
FHLHRER  had  developed  new  methods  for  the  German 
attacks  an  strongly  fortified  positions,  such  as  the 
I'rginot  Line  and  Fort  Eben  Emcel,  which  he  could 
mr.ke  available  to  the  Japanese. 

"LIATSUOKA  replied  in  this  connection  that 
some  of  the  younger,  expert  Japanese  Naval  officers, 
v/ho  were  close  friends  of  his,  were  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Japanese  naval  forces  would  need  three 
months  until  they  could  capture  Singapore.  As  a 
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cautious  Foreign  Minister,  he  hod  doubledthis  esti- 
nrte.  He  believed  he  could  stove  off  nny  danger  which 
threatened  from  /mericr  for  six  months.  If,  however, 
th  capture  of  Sjngrpore  required  still  more  time  and 
if  tho  operations  even  dragged  out  for  a  year,  the 
situation  with  America  would  become  extremely  criti¬ 
cal  and  he  did  not  know  os  yet  how  to  meet  it. 

"If  at  ell  avoidable,  he  would  not  touch 
the  Netherlands  Eost  Indies,  since  he  was  ofroid  that 
in  the  event  of  a  Japanese  ottrek  on  this  area  the 
oilfields  would  be  set  on  fire.  They  could  be  brought 
into  eperrtien  again  only  after  1  or  2  years. 

"The  RAM  added  that  Japan  would  gain  de¬ 
cisive  crntrol  over  the  Netherlands  East  Indies 
simultaneously  with  the  capture  of  Singapore, 

"MATSUOKA  then  further  mentioned  that  the 
desirr.  for  airbases  in  French  Indo-Chino  and  Thai¬ 
land  had  been  divulged  by  Japanese  officer  circles. 

Ke  had,  however,  denied  this,  as  he  in  no  way  wished 
to  undertake  anything  which  could  in  any  way  dis¬ 
close  Japanese  intentions  regarding  Singapore. 

"Finally  the  RAM  once  more  reverted  to 
the  question  of  Germany's  help  to  Japan.  Perhaps 
something  could  be  done  also  here.  Japan  had,  how¬ 
ever,  to  bear  in  mind  that,  in  this  war,  the 


heaviest  burden  was  resting  on  Germany's  shoulders. 
The  Reich  was  fightinp  against  the  British  Isles 
rnd  vir.a  tying  un  the  British  Mediterranean  Fleet. 

Jr non,  on  the  other  hand,  was  fighting  only  on  the 
surface.  Apart  from  that,  Russia's  main  weight  lay 
on  the  European  side.  Those  facts  the  gallant  Japan¬ 
ese  Notion  would  cortainly  acknowledge. 

"LIATSUCKA  finally  agreed  to  this  point 
of  view  and  gave  an  assurance  that  Jcpen  would  al¬ 
ways  be  a  loyal  ally  v'hc  would  devote  herself  en¬ 
tirely,  and  not  just  in  a  lukewarm  way,  to  the 
joint  effort. 


(Berlin.  31  March  1941.)" 


a  *  *  rsi  *■&  ^ 
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I  will  now  read  exhibit  No.  581 s 

"Renort  of  the  discussion  between  Rcichs- 
marschall  Goering  and  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister 
I'atsuoka  in  the  presence  of  Ambassador  Ott  at  Karin- 
hall  on  P9th  March  1941. 

"Roichsmarschall  Goering  first  of  all 
expressed  his  satisfaction  at  being  able  to  greet  at 
his  country  residence  the  man  who  had  successfully 
acted  as  a  strong  representative  of  his  country  in 
cooperation  between  the  Japanese  and  German  nations. 
As  Reichsraarschall,  he  was  able  to  tell  him  that  co¬ 
operation  between  the  Japanese  and  the  German  States 
was  popular  not  only  in  the  nation  itself  but  above 
all  among  the  German  Army,  the  Navy  and  particularly 
the  Air  Force.  This  strong  and  consciously  positive 
attitude  to  the  alliance  with  Japan  has  its  roots 
moreover  in  the  recognition,  which  the  great  military 
traditions  of  Japan  as  well  as  the  sense  of  sacrifice 
and  the  readiness  for  action  of  the  Japanese  people, 
found  in  Germany. 

"Matsuoka  expressed  his  sincere  thanks  that 
the  Roichsmarschall,  despite  the  heavy  claims  made 
upon  him,  had  found  time  to  receive  the  Japanese 
Foreign  Minister  at  his  country  seat.  Already  the 
journey  through  the  big  forests  had  been  for  him 
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(Hatsuoka)  one  of  the  finest  experiences  of  the 
Journey  he  had  so  far  made.  The  feelings  of  respect 
for  Japan  of  which  the  Relchsmarschall  had  Just 
spoken  were  fully  recinrocated  by  Germany's  Japanese 
allies.  Japan  moreover  was  prepared  to  fulfil  wholly 
and  entirely  the  obligations  of  her  alliance,  even 
in  the  war,  and  was  thus  conscious  of  fighting  not 
only  for  the  allied  countries  but  for  the  whole  of 
humanity. 

"In  the  further  course  of  the  discussion, 
the  Relchsmarschall  mentioned  that  naturally  all 

experiences  which  Germany  had  made  during  the  course 
of  the  war  would  be  made  available  to  the  allied 
Japanese  Armed  Forces.  This  was  particularly  important 


|r  i  domain  of  the  Air  Force,  which  had  acquired  a 

new  technique  and  new  tactics,  without  being  able  in 

l  A  j 

this  connection  to  refer  back  to  earlier  examples. 

17  I 

It  v/as  important  to  apply  these  experiences  rightly 

18 

so  as  to  always  remain  fit  for  fighting  and  to  avoid 

19  | 

unnecessary  losses.  These  experiences  were  partic- 

20 

ularly  important  in  connection  with  a  category  of  the 
aircraft  which  was  actually  developed  only  in  Germany, 

22 

namely  the  dive-bomber.  These  could  render  particularly 
valuable  service  to  Japan  in  the  conquest  of  fortifica- 

24  H 

tions. 


25 


"If  Japan  would  march  towards  her  destiny 
as  a  Great  Power  In  the  Far  East,  she  would,  like 
all  politicians  who  desired  to  achieve  great  alms, 
only  attain  her  final  goal  by  battle.  These  alms  had 
already  been  very  clearly  discussed,  so  that  he  (the 
Relchsmarschall)  could  confine  himself  to  stating 
that  Germany  would  give  Japan  her  share  of  help  by 
placing  at  the  disposal  of  her  Ally  her  previous 
experiences,  as  in  the  past  so  in  the  future. 

"Matsuoka  replied  that  he  did  not  need  to 
tell  the  Relchsmarschall  how  very  much  German  assist¬ 
ance  in  this  field  hod  been  valued  In  Japan  so  far 
and  would  be  valued  In  the  future.  Ho  was  expressing 
the  sincere  thanks  for  this,  in  the  name  of  his  own 
Government,  to  the  Relchsmarschall,  the  German 
Government  and  the  German  Armed  Forces,  that  Germany 
made  available,  in  such  a  magnanimous  way,  the  results 

of  her  experiences  which  had  been  obtained  with  much 
sacrifice  of  personnel  and  material.  The  great 

assistance  which  Germany  had  given  in  this  way  v/ould 

bo  of  inostimable  value  to  his  country  if  she  followed 

the  call  of  destiny  of  which  the  Relchsmarschall  had 

spoken.  Japan  would  thus  fulfil  the  duties  incumbent 

upon  her  within  the  framework  of  the  alliance  in  their 
entirety. 
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"In  addition  the  Reichsraarschall  spoke  in 
his  capacity  as  the  highest  responsible  economic 
authority  of  Germany  and  as  Head  of  the  Four  Year 
Plan,  on  the  auestion  of  crude  rubber.  Each  day  on 
which  Germany  could  receive  these  deliveries  earlier 
and  every  increased  quantity  she  could  receive  were 
of  the  utmost  importance.  Without  failing  to  realize 
the  difficulties  which  Japan  herself  had,  he  (the 
Reichsmarschall)  would,  however,  be  grateful  if  the 
increased  quantities  which  had  been  agreed  upon  would 
soon  actually  materialize.  Moreover,  sea  transporta¬ 
tion  had  to  be  mutually  considered  in  the  event  of 
difficulties  in  the  Russian  area  and  communications 
via  the  Siberian  railway  being  no  longer  in  operation. 

"The  quantity  of  crude  rubber  which  Germany 
needed  was  comparatively  small  in  rolation  to  its 
population,  as  the  rubber  was  only  required  as  an 
admixture  for  the  manufacture  of  the  synthetic  rubber 


Buna. 


"Katsuoka  replied  that  he  wished  to  do 


everything  within  his  power  to  meet  German  wishes  in 
this  matter.  Ambassador  Ott  had  already  previously 
raised  this  question  and  he  (Hatsuoka)  had  immediately 
recognized  its  ureency  and  importance  and  had  taken  the 
necessary  steps  to  hasten  the  solution  of  the  question. 
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He  had  asked  the  competent  authorities  to  make 
available  Immediately  a  part  of  Japan's  own  rubber 
stocks  so  ns  not  to  havo  to  wait  first  for  the 
quantities  expected  from  Indo-China.  He  did  not 
know  how  the  matter  stood  at  the  moment  ns  he  was 
not  the  Minister  responsible  for  these  matters.  He 
had  only  forwarded  an  urgent  request  to  the  competent 
Department.  He  had  also  already  thoroughly  considered 
the  question  of  sea  communications.  From  a  long  term 
point  of  view,  Germany  and  Japan  could  naturally  not  . 
remain  dependent  upon  the  railway  communications 
through  Siberia. 

•'Berlin,  31  March  1941 
"(signed)  Schmidt." 

I  will  now  read  exhibit  No.  582* 

"Notes  on  the  Conversation  between  the 
Fuehrer  and  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA 
in  the  Dresence  of  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  and  the 
State  Minister  Meissner  in  Berlin  on  4  April  1941. 

"At  first  MATSUOKA  thanked  the  Fuehrer  for 
the  presents  handed  to  him  in  the  latter's  name  which 
he  would  always  consider  a  permanent  treasure,  and 
honor  as  a  constant  souvenir  of  his  stay  in  Berlin. 

At  the  same  time  he  expressed  his  gratitude  for  the 
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friendly  reception  which  he  had  received  in  Germany 
from  the  Fuehrer,  the  Reich  Foreign  Ministry  and  of 

the  entire  German  people,  /.s  long  as  he  lives  he 
would  never  forget  the  friendliness  shown  him  here 

from  all  sides.  Upon  his  return  to  Japan  he  would 
endeavor  with  all  his  powers  to  convince  the  Japanese 
people  of  the  fact  that  the  latter  are  treated  by  the 
German  people  with  honest  friendliness  and  respect. 

"MASSUOKA  then  also  expressed  the  request, 
that  the  Fuehrer  instruct  the  proper  authorities  in 
Germany  to  meet  as  generously  as  nossible  the  wishes 
of  the  Japanese  Military  Commission.  Japan  was  in 
need  of  German  help,  particularly  concerning  U-boat 
warfare,  which  could  be  given  by  making  available  to 
them  the  latest  experiences  of  the  war  as  well  as  the 
latest  technical  improvements  and  inventions.  Japan 
would  do  her  utmost  to  avoid  a  war  with  the  United 
States.  In  case  the  country  should  decide  to  attack 
Singapore,  the  Japanese  navy,  of  course,  had  to  be 
prepared  for  a  struggle  with  the  United  States, 
because  in  that  case  America  probably  would  side  with 
Great  Britain.  He  (MATSUOKA)  personally  believed, 
that  the  United  States  could  be  restrained  by  diplo¬ 
matic  efforts  from  entering  the  war  on  the  side  of 
Great  Britain.  Army  and  Navy  had,  however,  to  count 
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on  th«  worst  situation,  that  Is  with  war  against 
America.  They  were  of  the  opinion  that  such  a  war 
"OUM  extend  for  five  years  or  longer  and  would 
take  the  form  of  guerilla  warfare  and  would  be  fought 
out  in  the  Pacific  and  the  South  Sea.  For  this  reason 
the  German  experiences  In  her  guerilla  warfare  are 
of  the  greatest  value  to  Japan.  It  Is  a  question 
of  how  such  a  war  would  best  be  conducted  and  how 
all  the  technical  Improvements  of  submarines,  In 
all  details  such  as  pertscopes  and  the  like,  could 
best  be  exploited  by  Japan. 

"To  sum  up,  liATSUOKA  requested  that  the 
Fuehrer  see  to  tt  that  the  proper  German  authorities 
place  at  the  disposal  of  the  Japanese  those  develop¬ 
ments  and  inventions  concerning  navy  and  army,  which 
were  needed  by  the  Japanese. 

"The  Fuehrer  promised  this  and  pointed  out 
that  Germany  too  considered  a  conflict  with  the 
United  States  undesirable,  but  that  it  had  already 
made  allowances  for  such  a  contingency.  In  Germany 
one  was  of  the  opinion  that  America’s  contributions 
depended  upon  the  possibilities  of  transportation, 
and  that  this  again  is  conditioned  by  the  available 
tonnage.  Germany's  war  against  tonnage,  however, 
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l  moans  a  decisive  weakening  not  merely  of  England, 
but  also  America.  Germany  has  made  her  preparations 
so  that  no  American  could  land  in  Europe.  She  would 

4  |  conduct  a  most  energetic  fight  against  America  with 

5  her  U-boats  and  her  Luftwaffe,  and  due  to  her  superior 

6  I  •xperience,  which  would  still  have  to  be  acquired  by 

the  United  States,  she  would  be  vastly  superior,  and 

8  that  quite  apart  from  the  fact  that  the  German 

9  soldiers  naturally  rank  high  above  the  American. 

10  "^n  further  course  of  the  discussion 
the  Fuehrer  emphasized,  that  Germany  on  her  part  would 

12  immediately  draw  the  consequences,  If  Japan  should 
n  Get  involved  with  the  United  States.  It  did  not 
i.j  matter  with  whom  the  United  States  would  first  get 

15  involved  whether  with  Germany  or  with  Japan.  It 

16  would  always  try  to  eliminate  one  country  at  a  time, 

17  not  to  come  to  an  understanding  with  the  other 

is  country  subsequently,  but  to  liquidate  this  one  Just 

19  the  same.  Therefore  Germany  would  strike,  as  already 

20  mentioned,  without  delay  in  case  of  a  conflict  between 

21  Japan  and  America,  because  the  strength  of  the  tri- 

22  partite  powers  lies  in  their  Joint  action.  Their 

23  weakness  would  be  if  they  would  let  themselves  be 

24  beaten  individually. 

25  "HATSUOKA  once  again  repeated  his  request, 
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that  the  Fuehrer  plve  the  necessary  instructions,  In 
order  that  the  proper  German  authorities  place  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Japanese  the  latest  Improvements 
and  Inventions,  which  are  of  Interest  to  them.  Be¬ 
cause  the  Japanese  navy  had  to  prepare  Immediately 
for  a  conflict  with  the  United  States. 

"As  regards  Japanese-American  relationship, 
MATSUOKA  explained  further  that  he  has  always  declared 
In  his  country,  that  sooner  or  later  a  war  with  the 
United  States  would  be  unavoidable,  if  Japan  continued 
to  drift  along  as  at  present.  In  his  opinion  this 
conflict  would  happen  rather  sooner  than  later.  His 
argumentation  went  on,  why  should  Japan,  therefore, 
not  strike  decisively  the  right  moment  and  take  the 
risk  upon  herself  of  a  fight  against  America?  Just 
this  way  would  she  perhaps  avoid  a  war  for  generations 
particularly  if  she  gained  predominance  in  the  South 
Seas.  There  are,  to  be  sure,  in  Japan  many  who 
hesitate  to  follow  those  trends  of  thought.  MATSUOKA 
was  considered  in  those  circles  a  dangerous  man  with 
dangerous  thoughts.  He,  however,  stated,  that,  if 
Japan  continued  to  go  along  her  present  path,  one 
day  she  would  have  to  fight  anyway  and  that  this 
would  then  be  under  less  favorable  circumstances 
than  at  present. 


t 
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,  "Thf  Fuehrer  replied  that  he  could  well 

2  understand  !!ATSUOKA's  position,  because  he  himself 

3  was  in  similar  situations  (the  clearing  of  the  Rhine-  ! 

4  land,  declaration  of  military  sovereignity).  Ho  too 

,  was  of  the  opinion  that  he  had  to  exploit  favorable 

4  con«tlons  and  accept  the  risk  of  an  unavoidable 

7  fight  at  a  time  he  himself  was  still  young  and  full 

s  of  vigor.  How  right  he  was  In  his  attitude  was 

9  rr0Vcn  by  pvents-  Europe  was  now  free.  He  would 

10  not  hesitate  a  moment  to  reply  Instantly  to  any 

11  extension  of  the  war,  be  It  by  Russia,  be  It  by 

12  A“orloa-  Providence  favored  those  who  will  not  let 
>3  dangers  come  to  them,  but  who  will  bravely  face  them. 

"  "MATSUOKA  replied,  that  the  United  States 

or  rather  their  ruling  statesmen  had  recently  still 
attempted  a  last  maneuver  against  Japan,  by  declaring 
that  America  would  not  fight  Japan  on  account  of 
Chlno  or  thc  South  Seas  provided  that  Japan  gave  I 

'9  tTcr>  passage  to  the  consignment  rubber  and  tin  to 
America  to  their  place  of  destination.  However, 

^  Am.rlca  ould  war  against  Japan  the  moment  she  felt 
--  that  Japan  entered  the  war  with  the  Intention  of 
M  assl sting  In  the  destruction  of  Great  Britain.  Such 
’5  a"  argumentation  naturally  did  not  miss  Its  effect 
upon  the  Japanese,  because  of  the  education  /oriented/ 
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on  English  linos  which  many  had  received. 

"The  Fuehrer  commented  on  this,  to  the 
effect  that  this  attitude  of  America  meant  only 

that  the  United  States  had  the  hope,  that,  as  long 
as  the  British  World  Empire  existed  they  one  day 
could  advance  against  Japan  together  with  Great 
Britain  whereas,  in  case  of  the  collapse  of  the 
"Jorld  Empire,  they  would  be  totally  isolated  and 
could  not  do  anything  against  Japan. 

"The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  intersected 
that  the  /'merieans  precisely  under  all  circumstances 
wanted  to  maintain  the  position  of  power  of  England 
in  East  Asia,  but  that  on  the  other  hand  it  is  proved 
by  this  attitude,  to  what  extent  she  fears  a  Joint 
action  of  Japan  and  Germany. 

"MATSUOKA  continued  that  it  seemed  to  him 
of  importance  to  give  to  the  Fuehrer  an  absolutely 
clear  picture  of  the  real  attitude  inside  Japan. 

For  this  reason  he  also  had  to  inform  him  regret¬ 
fully  of  the  fact  that  ho  (liATSUOKA)  in  his  capacity 
as  Japanese  Minister  for  Foreign  Affairs  could  not 
utter  in  Japan  itself  a  single  word  of  all  that  he 
had  expounded  before  the  Fuehrer  and  the  Reich  Foreign 
Minister  regarding  his  plans.  This  would  cause  him 
serious  damage  in  political  and  financial  circles. 


One©  before,  he  hod  committed  the  mistake,  before  he 
became  Japanese  Minister  for  Foreign  affairs,  telling 
n  close  friend  something  about  his  intentions.  It 
seems  that  the  latter  had  spread  these  things  and 
thus  brought  about  all  sorts  of  rumors  which  he  as 
Foreign  Minister  had  to  oppose  energetically,  though 
as  a  rule  he  always  tells  the  truth.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  also  could  not  indicate,  how  soon 
he  could  report  on  the  questions  discussed  to  the 
Japanese  Premier  or  to  the  Qnpcror.  He  would  have 
to  study  exactly  and  carefully  in  the  first  place 
the  development  in  Japan,  so  as  to  make  his  decision 
at  a  favorable  moment,  to  make  a  clear  breast  of 
his  intrinsic  nlans  towards  Prince  KONOYB  and  the 
Emperor.  Then  the  decision  would  have  to  be  made 

within  a  few  days,  because  the  plans  would  otherwise 
be  spoiled  by  talk. 

"Should  he,  KATSUOKA,  fail  to  carry  out 
his  intentions,  that  would  be  proof  that  he  is  lack¬ 
ing  in  influence,  in  power  of  conviction,  and  in 
tactical  capabilities.  However,  should  he  succeed, 
it  would  prove  that  he  had  great  Influence  in  Japan. 

He  himself  felt  confident  that  he  would  succeed. 

"On  his  return,  being  questioned,  he  would 
indeed  admit  to  the  Emperor,  the  Premier  and  the 
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1 

Ministers  of  tho  Navy  and  the  Army,  that  Singapore 

•* 

had  been  discussed;  he  would,  however,  state  that  it 

3 

was  only  on  a  hypothetical  basis. 

A 

"Besides  this,  MATSUOKA  made  the  express 

3 

request  that  nothing  be  cabled  in  the  matter  of 

6 

Singapore  because  he  had  reason  to  fear  that  by 

7 

cabling  something  might  leak  out.  If  necessary  he 

8 

would  send  a  courier. 

o 

s 

"The  Fuehrer  agreed  and  assured  for  the 

10 

rest,  that  he  could  depend  completely  on  German 

1 1 

reticence. 

12 

"MATSUOKA  replied  he  believed  indeed  in 

13 

German  reticence,  but  unfortunately  could  not  say 

14 

the  same  of  Japan. 

J 

"The  discussion  was  terminated  after  the  1 

16, 

exchange  of  some  personal  parting  words. 

17  ! 

"Berlin,  the  4th  of  April, 

IS 

1941. 

19 

"Signed:  SCHMIDT. " 

20 

I  will  read  exhibit  No.  583: 

21 

22 

I 

1 

23 

24 
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“Notes  on  the  talk  between  the  Reich  Foreign 
Minister  and  the  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  IIATSUOKA 
in  Berlin  on  5th  April  1941. 

“The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  first  expressed 
the  hope  that  MATSUOKA's  visit  —  the  first  ever  paid 
by  a  Japanese  Foreign  Minister  to  Germany  —  would 
have  a. good  general  effect.  FAT3U0KA  had  been  thor¬ 
oughly  informed  of  the  German  point  of  view.  He 
would  certainly  have  gained  the  impression  that 
Germany  was  full  of  vitality  and  absolutely  certain 
of  her  victory.  The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  expressed 
the  hope  that  their  Japanese  friends  would  deduce 
the  inferences  of  this  clearly  recognized  situation 
and  thus  participate  in  our  victory. 

"IIATSUOKA  replied  that  he  had  been  more 
than  rewarded  for  his  long  journey  to  Europe  by 
petting  into  personal  touch  with  the  German  and  Italian 
statesmen.  "That  he  had  seen  in  Germany  and  Italy 
had  far  exceeded  his  expectations.  It  was  really 
hard  for  him  to  take  his  departure. 

"Although  he  had  had  no  doubt  about  it  before, 
he  was  now  thoroughly  convinced  after  his  journey 
to  Germany  and  Italy  that  these  two  countries  were 
united  and  would  always  remain  so. 

"MATSUOKA  then  spoke  of  the  general  high 
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morale  in  Germany,  referring  to  the  happy  faces 
ho  hed  seen  everywhere  among  the  workers  during  his 
recent  visit  to  the  Borsig  ”Torks,  He  expressed  his 
regret  that  developments  in  Japan  hed  not  as  yet 
advanced  as  for  as  in  Germany  and  that  in  his  country 
the  intellectuals  still  exercised  considerable 
influence. 

"The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  replied  that  at 
best  e  nation  which  had  realized  its  every  ambition 
could  afford  the  luxury  of  intellectuals,  most  of 
whom  are  parasites  anyhow.  A  nation,  however,  which 
has  to  fight  for  a  place  in  the  sun  must  part  with 
them.  The  intellectuals  ruined  France  $  in  Germany 
they  had  already  started  their  pernicious  activities, 
when  National  Socialism  put  a  stop  to  these  doings. 
They  will  surely  be  the  cause  of  the  downfall  of 
Britain,  which  is  to  be  expected  v/ith  certainty. 

"In  answer  to  a  remark  by  HATSUOKA  that 
Jarnn  was  now  ewekening  and,  according  to  the  Japanese 
character ,  would  take  action  quickly  after  the  previous 
lengthy  deliberations,  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 
replied  that  it  v;ps  necessary,  of  course,  to  accept 
a  /certain/  risk  in  this  connection,  just  as  the 
Fuehrer  had  done  so  successfully  with  the  occupation 
of  the  Rhineland,  with  the  proclamation  of  sovereignty 
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of  armament,  rnd  with  the  resignation  from  the  League 
of  Nations. 

"In  answer  to  a  question  by  HATSUOKA  regarding 
the  Fuehrer's  intentions  concerning  the  smaller 
States,  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  replied  that  the 
smaller  States  would  be  incorporated  in  the  European 
whole;  they  would  have  their  independence  and  would 
undoubtedly  live  more  happily  under  the  New  Order 
then  formerly.  Great  Britain,  however,  would  never 
again  be  allowed  to  meddle  in  the  affairs  of  the  small 
States,  whilst  the  letter  would  never  be  allowed  to 
take  pert  in  any  military  ellicnce  against  Germany. 
They  would  be  absolutely  independent,  it  is  true, 
and  even  allowed  to  maintain  small  armies  end  police 
forces,  but  their  protection  and  their  general 
policy  in  the  sense  of  the  European  continent  would 
be  looked  after  by  Germany. 

"In  this  connection  HATSUOKA  r epee ted  the 
explanations  he  had  already  given  the  Reich  Minister 
of  Economics  as  regards  the  cause  of  the  present 
difficulties.  He  attributed  them  to  the  clash  between 
old  traditions  and  the  conditions  of  living  brought 
about  by  modern  inventions.  One  of  the  basic  mistakes 
of  Versailles  vrs  to  increase  the  number  of  European 
states,  whereas  they  should  have  been  decreased  in 


n 


conseouence  of  the  new  conditions  of  life 
the  development  of  technique.  The  greet 
to  coordinete  conditions  crested  by  moderi 
rr'd  old  traditions,  but  taking  cere  to  lei 
pipy  for  old  trrditions. 

"The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  repli< 
nor  German  Reich  v/ould  actually  be  built  i 
basis  of  the  ancient  traditions  of  the  Hoi 
Qnpire  of  the  Gorman  Nation,  which  in  its 
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would  enter  the  war.  Such  an  entry  Into  the  war  was 
undoubtedly  nore  In  the  interest  of  Japan  than  that 
of  Germany,  for  it  offered  a  unique  opportunity  which 
•  ould  hardly  ever  recur  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
national  objectives  of  Japan,  e  chance  which  would 
rmke  it  possible  for  her  to  ploy  e  really  leading 
rolo  in  Eastern  Asia. 

"r'ATSUOKA  replied  that  he  himself  could  only 
repeat  thrt  he  had  long  been  of  the  opinion  that 
every  nation  was  offered  an  opportunity  only  once  in 
a  thousand  years.  Japan  was  confronting  such  an 
opportunity  and  she  would  have  to  assume  the  risk 
connected  1 'ith  it.  She  v/ould  have  to  act  decisively 
at  the  right  moment  in  order  to  tcke  advantage  of  this 
unique  opportunity. 

"In  addition  he  asked  about  the  Fuehrer's 
intentions  as  to  the  conclusion  of  peace,  ’"ould  a 
general  peace  conference  take  place  or  did  Germany 
intend  to  negotiate  peace  terms  with  each  of  her 
opponents  separately? 

"The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  replied  that  he 

l 

did  not  know  anything  about  that.  The  whole  matter 
appeared  to  him  to  depend  upon  the  manner  in  which 
Great  Britain  collapsed.  In  any  case,  there  could  be 
no  question  of  anything  but  a  peace  by  capitulation, 


_ _ 


6,551 


If  n  new  British  government  came  into  being. 

"To  that  MATSUOKA  remarked  that  that  nepnt 
there  could  bo  no  peace  based  on  compromise. 

"Ho  then  requested  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister 
to  assist  on  his  pert  the  Tripartite  Pact  Commissions, 
end  especially  the  Economic  Commission  in  which  he 
(MATSU OKA)  wrs  chiefly  interested. 

"The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  took  the  occasion 
to  stress  the  fact  thpt  the  military  sub-commissions 
were  no  special  institutions;  they  had  to  be  subject 
in  all  matters  to  the  Chief  Commission. 

"I'iATSUOKA  then  added  that  the  Japanese  officers 
who  were  et  present  in  Germany  were  very  pleased 
indeed  with  the  assistance  they  had  received  from  the 
German  officials.  He  thanked  the  Reich  Foreign 
Minister  for  this  attitude  of  the  German  authorities, 

"Later,  KATSUOKA  spoke  about  the  conference 
of  the  Japanese  heads  of  missions  in  Europe,  which  he 
hod  called  to  Berlin.  Unfortunately  the  ambassador 
to  London  had  not  appeared,  owing  to  difficulties 
in  flying;  he  certainly  would  hnve  brought  some 
interesting  news,  MATSUOKA  emphasized  that  he  had 
told  the  Japanese  diplomets  they  would  suffer  no 
disadvantages  if  they  were  against  the  conclusion 
of  a  Pact  of  Alliance,  provided  they  '-ere  so  before 


Jr pan  adhered.  Now  that  a  decision  had  been  made  he 
/.’ould  unhesitatingly  recall  any  Japanese  diplomat  who 
did  not  work  loyally  with  the  new  policy  and  co-operate 
to  the  closest  extent  with  the  German  and  Italian 
Representet ives . 

"Furthermore,  he  had  told  them  they  must  be 
prepared  for  some  critical  moments  which  were  close 

at  hand.  Japan  was  face  to  fece  with  a  serious 
situation. 

"The  Reich  Foreign  Minister  replied  that  there 
had  also  been  diplomats  In  Germany  who  had  taken  r. 
different  attitude  to  certain  questions.  It  was 
in  fact  characteristic  of  great  times  that  they  were 
not  understood  by  many. 

"Directlv  after  this  interview  MATSUOKA 
was  handed  a  talkie-film  apparatus  as  a  present,  end 

a  luncheon-party  was  held  among  a  small  circle  of 
people. 

"Berlin,  7th  April  1941. 

"(signed)  SCHMIDT" 
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The  Tribunal's  attention  is  invited  to 
prosecution  document  225,  a  basic  document  which  is 
in  evidence  as  exhibit  No.  45.  It  is  the  neutrality 
r*ct  between  the*  Un^on  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
and  Japan  and  was  concluded  on  April  13,  1941,  in  the 
course  of  Foreign  Minister  MATSUOKA's  return  trip 
from  Germany  to  Japan.  As  it  is  desired  at  this 
point  only  to  show  the  fact  of  the  conclusion  of  such 
a  treaty,  I  will  not  read  it. 

I  now  offer  in  evidence  prosecution  document 
No.  40 56 -A.  This  is  a  telegram  from  Boltze  of  the 
Staff  of  the  Gorman  Embassy  in  Tokyo,  dated  April  14, 
1941.  No  specific  person  is  indicated  as  addressee. 

It  was  found  in  the  files  of  the  German  foreign  office. 
It  is  offered  for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the 
conclusion  of  this  neutrality  pact  was  the  completion 
of  another  step  in  the  Japanese  plan  of  military 
aggression  in  the  South,  and  in  particular  the  plan 
for  the  advance  on  Singapore. 

THE  PRESIDENT!  You  may  read  it  after  the 
recess.  ,,Te  will  recess  for  fifteen  minutes. 

(v/heroupon,  at  1443,  a  recess  was 

taken  until  1500,  after  which  the  proceedings . 

were  resumed  as  follows:) 
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MARSHAL  OF  THE  COURT:  The  International 
Military  Tribunal  for  the  Far  East  is  now  resumed. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Hyde. 

MR.  HYDE.  Your  Honor,  I  didn't  hear  a 
number  assigned  to  the  last  document  that  I  tendered 
in  evidence,  document  4056-A. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 
CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  4056-A  will  receive  exhibit  Ho.  584. 

(V’hereunon,  the  above-mentioned 
document  wn3  marked  nrosecution' s  exhibit  No. 

584  and  received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  i.YDEs  I  vfill  read  exhibit  584. 

(Reading):  "Telegram, (Secret  Cipher  Process) 
Tokyo,  14  Anril  1941,  received  14  April  1941." 

I  will  omit  reading  the  first  full  paragraph, 

I 

commencing  at  the  second  oaragraph: 

(Reading  continued):  "Japan  in  Darticular 
expects  substantial  advantages  for  the  termination  of 
the  China  conflict  fror  the  Neutrality  Pact.  Even  if, 
as  the  Vice  Foreign  Minister  declared,  the  China 
problem  had  not  been  the  subject  of  the  Moscow  nego¬ 
tiations,  in  any  case  ChlANG  KAI  SEEK's  hope  of 

t 

eventual  warlike  entanglements  between  Japan  and 
Russia,  which  would  have  meant  a  substantial  relief 

I 


for  him,  have  come  to  nought  with  the  conclusion  of 
the  pact.  Moreover,  Jr.pan  believes  that  by  calling 
on  the  nact  she  can  ac  'icve  o  gradual  separation  be¬ 
tween  Moscow  and  Chungking.  Furthermore,  as  all 
CHI..NG  KAI  EHEK's  support  from  the  Anglo-Saxon 
powers  has  m^re  moral  then  material  significance, 

Japan  hopes  that  the  Marshal,  now  after  the  conclusion 
of  the  oact,  will  be  ready  for  the  dictation  of  a 
peace  which  preserves  Japanese  prestigo* 

"The  Vice  Foreign  Minister  further  declared 
that  the  Neutrality  Pact  would  substantially  facilitate 
Japan's  expansion  policy  in  the  South  of  the  Great 
East  Asia  Sphere  and  in  particular  vcr’ld  facilita  te 
an  eventual  Japanese  advance  on  Einga*  ore. 

"The  Vice  Foreign  Minister  ss id  regarding  the 
realization  of  the  Neutrality  Fact  thi  t  the  beginning 
of  negotiations  brought  considerable  difficulties  as 
MOLOTOV  had  held  fast  to  the  original  lussian  demand 
by  which  Jaoan,  before  the  conclusion  0“  the  pact, 
should  rake  certain  concessions  in  the  f.ense  of  a 
revision  of  the  Treaty  of  Portsmouth.  IT.TSUOKA  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  was  neither  ready  nor  e"?  ow c-red  for 
such  concessions.  In  a  personal  conversation  with 


TALIN,  MATSUOKA  had  finally  accomplished  that  Russia 


would  renounce  the  concessions  and  would  d*  clare  herself 
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ready  for  unconditional  conclusion  of  the  pact. 

This  decision  took  place  on  12  April,  that  is,  one 
day  before  the  arranged  departure  of  KATSUOKA  from 
Moscow.  In  order  to  empower  KV.TSUCKA's  signing  of 
the  pact  in  tire,  the  Prime  Minister,  without  the 
participation  of  the  cabinet  or  Privy  Council,  effected 
the  Imperial  sanction  for  the  signature  by  immediate 
audience  with  TLIiKO.  /.grecment  of  the  Cabinet  and 
Privy  Council,  v/hich  could  not  be  doubted  after  the 
Imperial  sanction,  will  be  obtained  before  the  shortly 
expected  ratification.  The  Vice  Foreign  Minister 
emphasized  that  it  was  unprecedented  in  Japanese 
history  that  an  agreement  of  such  significance  should 
be  concluded  within  a  few  days.  In  this  connection, 
Japan  has  learned  much  from  the  'lightning  diplomacy' 
of  Germany," 

Signed  "EOLTZE." 
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MR.  HYDE  (Continuing) :  Your  Honor,  I  desire 
to  call  attention  to  exhibit  577.  On  page  5  of  that 
exhibit  it  is  signed,  "Schmidt,  Ambassador."  The  word 
"Ambassador"  should  read  "Minister,"  so  that  it  will  — 

TrIE  PRESIDENT:  Does  "Minister"  apoear  in  the 

original? 

MR.  HYDE:  The  word  "Minister"  appears  in 
the  original. 

I  offer  in  evidence  prosecution's  document 
526.  This  is  an  important  secret  instruction  to  the 
Chief  of  the  Supreme  Headquarters  of  the  German  Army- 
based  on  %  report  by  the  German  Military  Attache  in 
Tokyo.  It  is  dated  24  Hay  19.  1. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  526  will  receive  exhibit  No.  585. 

.  (Whereupon,  the  above-mentioned  docu¬ 
ment  was  marked  prosecution's  exhibit  No.  585 
and  received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  HYDE:  I  will  read  exhibit  58 5.  (Reading): 

"SECRET  INSTRUCTION,  MOST  IMPORTANT,  ONLY 
BY  HAND  OF  OFFICER.  24  May  41.  Foreign  Section/  De¬ 
fence/  Department  for  Foreign  States,  .To  be  presented 
to  the  Chief  of  the  Supreme  Headquarters  of  the  Army. 

"The  Military  Attache,  Tokyo,  reports  with 
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No.  T47g  of  23  Nay: 

"AKITA's  answer  regarding  the  handling  of 
Japanese-U.S.A.  relations  in  the  press  gave  cause  to 
the  viish  to  hear  OKAMOTO  on  the  form  of  the  Japanese 
opening  of  the  war  in  case  of  a  war  between  the  U.  S.  A. 
c.nd  Germany.  Instead  of  a  reception  by  OKAMOTO,  visit 
by  AKITA  who  stated: 

"1)  In  case  the  U.  S.  enter  into  the  war 
Japan  at  once  acknowledges  casus  foedoris.  But  will 
not  yet  start  hostilities.  Surprise  attack  on  Singa¬ 
pore,  Manila  remains  prepared." 

To  the  left  of  the  paragraph  I  have  Just 
read  the  following  appears: 

"To  be  presented  to  the  Chief  of  the  Foreign 

Section." 

(Reading  continued) :  "2)  Possible  war 

between  USSR  and  Germany  causes  U.  S.  A.  to  enter 
into  war.  Therefore  Japanese  attitude  remains  as 
under  1)  with  additional  preparations  for  a  possible 
attack  on  Vladivostok  and  Blagovestchensk. 

"3)  Conclusion  of  China  conflict  before 
new  tasks  for  the  Japanese  Army  is  important.  In 
the  first  place  I  emphasize  that  the  Japanese  . 
acknowledgement  of  a  casus  foederis  requires 
strengthening  through  immediate  opening  of  hostilities." 


To  the  left  of  the  paragraph  marked  "3" 
appoars  the  entry: 

"Staff  of  air  command  Ic.  Signed, Brueckner 
The  document  is  signed  "SCHMIDT." 
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UR.  HYDE  (Continuing) i  Prosecution's  document 
*06l**A,  which  is  a  secret  memorandum  from  Woermann 
to  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  dated  10  June  1941, 
is  offered  ir.  evidence  to  show  how  for  the  execution 
of  Japanese  plans  of  aggressive  action  in  the  Southern 
ureas  hod  progressed  bv  June-,  1941, 

THE  PRESIDENT.  Adrittod  on  the  usual  terms. 

» 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  4061-A  will  receive  exhibit  Ho.  586. 

(’■'her oun on,  the  above-mentioned 
document  was  marked  prosecution's  exhibit 
No.  586  and  received  in  evidonce.) 

MR.  HYDE:  I  will  read  exhibit  586. 

(Reading):  "Berlin,  10  June  1941.  SECRET. 

"Ambassador  OSH IMA  delivered  me  today  through 
Embassy  Secretary  KALE  the  wi  sh  to  be-  once  again 
received  by  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  in  the  near 
future.  As  the  main  topic  of  the  conversation  he 
pointed  out  the  following: 

"The  Japanese  Government,  or  as  he  said 
correcting  himself,  the  Japanese  Army  had  the  desire 
to  obtain  brses  for  the  fleet  and  the  Navy  in  southern 
French  Indo-China.  KAcE  added,  he  personally  believed 
that  this  wish  e'-'uld  be  traced  back  to  the  fact  that 
the  Japanese  Armed  Forces  would  like  to  create  for  * 
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themsolvea  a  favorable  strategic  position  vis-a-vis 
SINGAPORE*  Furthermore  Ambassador  OSHIKA  would  like 
to  talk  with  the  Reich  Foreign  Minister  more  generally 
about  the  German-French  end  French-English  relations. 

"Herewith  presented  to  the  Reich  Foreign 

Minister. 

"Signed  "’oermann." 

I  respectfully  request  that  the  Tribunal  take 
Judicial  notice  of  the  historical  event  of  Germany's 
invasion  of  the  Soviet  Union  on  22  June  1941  based 
on  this  statement  in  "Events  Loading  Uo  to  V'orld  War 
II"  at  page  285  which  is  as  follows: 

"Juno  22,  1941,  Germany  invaded  Russia." 

THE  PRESIDENT:  The  Tribunal  takes  judicial 
notice  of  that  fact. 

HR.  r.YDE :  Prosecution's  document  4033-B, 
which  is  a  telegram  from  Ribbentroo  to  Tokyo  dated 
28  June  1941  is  now  offered  in  evidence  to  show  that 
shortly  after  the  German  invasion  of  the  Soviet  Union 
von  Ribbentrop  made  a  strong  apoeal  for  speedy  Japanese 
military  action  against  the  Soviets  before  taking 
action  against  Singapore. 

ThE  PRESIDENT :  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
4033-B  will  receive  exhibit  No.  587* 


PauW  ■  - 
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('"hereupon,  the  ebove-mentioned  document 
wrs  re.rked  prosecution's  xhibit  No.  587  rnd 
received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  HYDE:  I  will  rerd  exhibit  No.  5?7. 

"Telegrrm"  mrrked  "To  be  kept  in  locked  file", 

"(Secret  Cipher  Frocess) 

"Specirl  Trcin,  28  June  1941." 

Mrrked  "Most  Urgent  l" 

It  is  mrrked  "Diplogermp"  end  "Cipher  Pureru." 

"No.  560  of  28  June,  Tokyo. 

"Secret  note  for  depprtment  herds." 

To  the  left  of  the  prrrprrph  thrt  I  pm  rbout 
to  rerd  rpperrs  the  following: 

"Mrrginrl  Note  --  Forwrrded  to  Tokyo  under 
No.  916,  TELKO,  28  June  1941,  2130  hours." 

The  telegrrm  rords: 

"I  hrve  rerched  pn  rgreement  with  Ambrsspdor 
OSHII'A  thrt  he  influence  his  government  in  the 
direction  of  r  speedy  rilitery  cction  cprinst  Soviet 
Russie,  rnd  I  rsk  you  now  to  utilize  on  your  prrt 
ell  the  possibilities  that  present  themselves  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  government  there  rnd  the  other  influentipl 
circles  in  such  r  direction.  In  this  connection  I  rsk 
you  to  mrke'  use  of  the  following  points: 

"1.)  Wrr  between  Germrny  rnd  Soviet  Russia 
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('^hereupon ,  the  above-mentioned  document 
w-is  marked  prosecution's  extiibit  No.  587  &nd 
received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  HYDE  I  will  read  exhibit  No.  587. 
"Telegram"  marked  "To  be  kept  in  locked  file", 

"(Secret  Cipher  Process) 

"Special  Train,  28  June-  1941." 

Marked  "Host  Urgent l " 

It  is  marked  "Dinlogerma"  and  "Cipher  Bureau." 
"No.  560  of  28  Juno,  Tokyo. 

"Secret  note  for  depurtment  heads. 

To  the  left  of  the  paragraph  that  I  am  about 

to  read  appears  the  following: 

"Marginal  Note  —  For-  arded  to  Tokyo  under 
No.  916,  TELKO,  28  June  1941,  2130  hours." 

The  telegram  roads: 

"I  have  reached  an  agreement  with  Ambassador 
OSHIMA  that  he  will  influence  his  government  in  the 
direction  of  a  sooedy  military  action  against  Soviet 

i 

Russia,  and  I  ask  you  now  to  utilize  on  your  nart 
all  the  possibilities  that  Present  themselves  to  in¬ 
fluence  the  government  there  and  the  other  influential 
circles  in  such  a  direction.  In  this  connection  I  ask 


25 


you  to  make  use  of  the  following  points: 

"1.)  War  between  Germany  and  Soviet  Russia 
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will  ''ot  only  bring  with  it  the  solution  of  more  or 
less  limited  ircivldual  oroblems,  but  will  bring  as 
a  consequcnoe  a  solution  by  final  war  of  the  Russian 
question  in  its  entirety. 

"2.)  The  destruction  of  the  Russian  power, 
exoectcd  within  a  comparatively  short  time  by  our 
military  move  will  also  make  Germany's  victory  over 
England  an  irrevocable  fact.  If  Germany  is  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  Russian  oil  wells  and  grain  fields  a 
sufficient  supoly  for  the  whole  of  Europe  will  thereby 
be  ensured  so  that  the  English  blockade  will  on  the 
whole  be  of  absolutely  no  avail.  The  direct  land 
conrection  with  East  Asia  will  likewise  be  brought 
about  on  this  occasion. 

"3.)  In  this  way  all  the  preconditions  arc 
given  which  wiLl  render  oossiblc  the  New  Order  in  the 
EuroDcan  spiiere  as  intended  by  the  Axis  Powers, 

"4-. )  For  Japan  also  a  unique  chunce  is 
pr«  sented  by  the  present  situation.  As  Germany  does 
this  for  Eurooo,  so  can  Japan  now  through  a  military 
action  against  Soviet  Russia  create-  the  pre-requisites  , 
for  the  Nev;  Order  olanned  by  her  in  East  Asia.  After 
the  removal  of  the  Soviet  power  in  the  Far  East  also, 
the  solution  of  the  Chinese  question  will  be  achieved 
in  the  way  desired  by  Japan  v;ithout  running  into  any 
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more  difficulties. 
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"5.)  From  the  standpoint  of  Japanese 
interests,  the  idea  of  a  drive  towards  the  south  in 
the  direction  of  Singapore  is  and  remains  also  of 
great  irr-''Ttancc .  As  Japan  has  rot  yet  been  prepared 
on  this  po^t  and  a  possibility  for  such  a  drive  has 
not  yet  been  presented  in  the  present  ohase  of  the 
war,  it  lies  in  the  urgent  interest  of  Japan  not 
to  leave  unused  this  chanoo  now  offered  to  her  for 
solving  the  Russian  question  in  the  Far  East  too. 

Thus  she  would  be  left  free  in  the  roar  to  make  a 
drive  towards  the  South. 

"6.)  In  view  of  the  speedy  course  of  events 
to  be  expected,  Japan  should  come  to  a  decision  re¬ 
garding  the  idea  of  a  military  action  against  Soviet 
Russia  without  hesitation.  A  Japanese  action  ageinst 
a  Soviet  Russia  already  beaten  to  the  ground  would 
be  quite  prejudicial  to  the  moral  and  political  posi¬ 
tion  of  Japan. 

" 7.)  It  can  therefore  be  considered  that 
the  swi ft  overpowering  of  Soviet  Russia,  especially  if 
Japrn  participates  in  it  from  the  East,  is  the  best 
means  to  convince  the  United  States  of  the  absolute 
foolishness  of  entering  the  war  on  the  side  of  England, 
then  completely  isolated  and  set  against  the  migatiest 
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MR.  HYDE  (Continuing)  i  I  present  prosecu¬ 
tion's  document  1652,  entitled,  "Resolution  Concern¬ 
ing  the  J apanese-Amerlcan  Negotiations  Adopted 
Through  the  Conferences  In  the  Imperial  Presence," 
lor  introduction  Into  evidence.  This  document  con¬ 
sists  of  four  resolutions,  including  the  resolution 
adopted  at  the  Imperial  Conference  of  2  July  1941. 
The  document  is  presented  to  show  that,  with  the 
Soviet  Union  involved  in  war  with  Gorraany,  Japan 
grasped  the  opportunity  lmmodlately  to  execute  her 
plan  of  military  aggression  in  the  South,  which  at 
all  hazards  she  was  determined  to  pursue. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms 
CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  1652  will  receive  exhibit  No.  588. 

(Whereupon,  the  above-mentioned  docu¬ 
ment  was  markod  prosecution's  exhibit  No.  588 
and  received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  HYDE:  I  will  read  the  title  of  exhibit 
No.  588,  and  then  the  resolution  adopted  on  July  2, 
1941,  which  is  marked  "1"  and  commences  about  one- 
third  way  cown  page  1,  with  the  exception  of  one 
paragraph  relating  to  the  German-Russian  V/ar,  which 
matter  will  be  dealt  with  in  a  later  phase  of  the 
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(Rending):  "1.  RESOLUTION  adopted  through 
the  Imperial  conferonoes  on  July  2,  1941. 

"A  summary  of  the  Empire's  POLICY  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  changes  in  the  situation. 

"I.  PRINCIPLE. 

"a.  Regardless  of  any  change  in  the  inter¬ 
national  situation,  Japan  will  adhere  to  the  orinci- 
ple  of  establishing  a  *  Greater  East  Asia  Co-prosperitty 
Sphere,1  and  accordingly  contribute  to  the  establish- 
mGnt  of  world-peace. 

"b.  Japan  will  continue  the  disposition  of 
the  Chinese  Incident,  and  will  step  up  the  Southward 
advance  in  order  to  establish  for  herself  a  basis  for 
solf-oxistenco  and  self-defense.  The  Northern  prob- 

i 

loins  will  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  changes  in 
the  situations. 

"c.  Japan  will  remove  all  obstacles  for 
the  achievement  of  the  foregoing  purpose. 

"II.  SUMMARY . 

"a.  In  order  to  hasten  the  surrender  of 
Chiang's  Regime,  further  pressure  through  the  Southern 
regions  vd  11  bo  strengthened  to  the  changes  in  the 
situations,  wc  shall  execute  our  rights  of  war  against 
the  Chunking  Regime  at  the  proper  time,  and  shall 
confiscate  the  enemy  concessions  in  China. 
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"b.  For  the  sake  of  her  self-existence  and  ! 
self-defense  Japan  will  continue  necessary  diplomatic 
negotiations  with  relevant  nations  in  the  Southern 
regions  and  will  also  promote  other  necessary  measures. 
For  this  purpose  wo  shall  make  preparations  for  a  war 
with  Britain  and  the  United  States.  First,  we  shall 
aecomolish  the  execution  of  our  schemes  against 
French  Indo-China  and  Thailand  following  the  '  Princi¬ 
ple  Policy  toward  French  Indo-China  and  Thailand,1 
and  <  Matters  concerning  the  Promotion  of  our  Southern 
Policy,*  thereby  stabilizing  our  structure  for  the 
Southern  advance.  In  order  to  achieve  the  above- 
mentioned  purpose,  Japan  will  not  hesitate  to  have  a 
war  wi th  Britain  and  ttie  United  States." 

The  next  paragraph  I  will  onit. 

"d.  In  the  accomplishment  of  the  above, 
all  measures,  especially  in  the  case  of  execution 
of  arms,  must  be  decided  so  that  there  will  be  no 
great  difficulty  in  maintaining  our  basic  posture  for 
a  war  with  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

"e.  We  shall  do  our  utmost  in  preventing 
the  United  States  participation  in  the  War  through 
diplomatic  measures  in  the  pre-arranged  programmes, 
and  every  other  possible  way,  but  in  case  she  should 

participate,  Japan  will  act  according  to  the  Tripartite 

_  I 
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Pact.  However,  the  time  and  method  of  military 
action  will  be  decided  independently, 

"f.  Yre  shall  shift  promptly  to  the  complete 
stabilization  of  internal  war-time  structures,  par¬ 
ticularly  we  shall  strive  for  the  stabilization  of 
national  defense. 

"g.  As  to  the  definite  measures  we  shall 
deeido  separately." 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Mr,  Tavenner. 


3  p  H  o'  > 
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1JK.  TAVENNER*  If  the  Tribunal  please,  the 
events  between  2  July  1941  and  the  attack  on  Pearl 
harbor,  although  based  in  a  large  measure  upon 
Jt.pan,  German  and  Italian  collaboration,  appear 
more  properly  to  belong  in  the  phase  of  presentation 
of  evidence  relating  to  Indo-China,  Thailand,  the 
Netherlands  East  Indies,  the  British  Commonwealth  of 
Nations,  and  the  United  States,  so  reference  will  be 
made  in  this  phase  of  the  case  only  to  those  matters 
within  this  period  which  affect  the  No  Secret  Peace 
Pact  of  11  December  1941. 

Before  procee  dng  to  this  subject,  however, 
v/e  will  present  evidence  relating  to  other  types  of 
collaboration  between  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  which 
parallel  political  and  military  collaboration  between 
the  Axis  Powers. 

ThE  PRESIDENT :  Mr.  McKinney. 

MR.  McKIlUiEY :  Cultural  and  Trade  Agreement 
Betv/een  Japan,  Germany  and  Italy.  1  call  the  Tri¬ 
bunal's  attention  to  prosecution  document  956,  in 
evidence  as  exhibit  No.  37.  That  is  the  treaty 
concluded  on  25  of  November,  1938,  between  Japan  and 
Germany,  pertaining  to  cultural  cooperation.  I  will 

read  through  Article  II s 

"TREATY  BETV/EEN  JAPAN  AND  GERMANY  PERTAINING 
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TO  CULTURAL  COOPERATION^ - 

"The  Imperial  Government  nr  t 
Government  of  German,  P“n  a"d  ““ 

view  Uf  the  f  r#C°fnUing  501*^  m 

aC  U’at  Japan'3  own  peculiar  spirit 
ana  Germany's  racial  ana  national  llfe  con8tltute 

o  Pectlvelv  the  essence  of  Japan's  culture  and 

G  many's  culture,  the  cultural  relations  between 

and  ;  °ermany  3h°Uld  ba  ba“*  on  these  factors, 
as  ring  to  further  strengthen  the  friendly  and 

:r  WhlCh  -  -o  coun- 

as  a  ready,  by  deepening  the  various  cultural 

relations  between  the  two  countries  and  also  by 

:rr the  autuai  kn°’,i*,ue  ana  '“*•*'**1*1  »*- 

:  n  tha  *  tb.  two  countries,  have  entered 
into  an  agreement  as  follows. 

"WOLE  1.  The  High  Contracting  Powers 
“dually  cooperate  most  closely  in  order  to 

;  ;iV;  t0  eStabllSh  «*■«  relations  on  a 

firm  basis. 

ARTICLE  II,  The  HiirK  n  *. 

Ihe  nigh  Contracting  Powers, 

°rder  tD  aChl6Ve  tha  otjoct  Of  the  preceding 

a- tide,  shall  systematically  promote  the  cultural 

relations  between  the  two  countries  in  the  fields 

l0arnlng’  artS>  ™aia'  ^erature,  cinema,  radio 
-roadcasting,  youth  movement,  and  sports." 


I 


tah.  kcKlIil.EY s  Prosecution  document  956-B  - 
THE  PRESIDENT:  Mr.  Cunningham. 

MR.  CUNNINGHAM:  If  the  Tribunal  please,  at 


this  tine  I  would  like  to  object  to  the  introduction 
of  any  evidence  concerning  cultural  agreement  between 
the  nations,  for  the  reason  that  such  agreements  are 
purely  within  the  right  and  power  of  nations  and 
certainly  does  not  tend  to  prove  any  o'*  the  criminal 
issues  involved  in  the  Indictment  or  in  the  other 
charges  in  this  proceeding;  for  the  further  reason 
that  this  agreement,  the  agreement  proposed  by  the 
prosecution  at  this  time,  v/as  entered  into  at  a  time 
of  peace,  and  certainly  has  no  tendency  to  prove  any 
charge  of  aggressive  warfare;  for  the  further  reason 
that  any  inquiry  into  these  documents  would  be  purely 
a  political  inquiry  and  not  a  Judicial  inquiry. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Acts  taken  by  themselves, 
including  political  acts,  may  be  perfectly  legitimate 
but  they  may  also  constitute  preparation  for  war  when 
taken  in  conjunction  with  other  circumstances,  and 
preparation  for  war,  of  course,  always  takes  place 
during  peace.  That  covers  all  three  objections. 

For  grounds  of  objection  the  objection  is  disallowed. 

Yes.  Mr.  McKinney. 


T/m '  - 
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MR.  McKINNEY:  Prosecution's  document  956B 


is  offered  in  evidence. 

% 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
Ho.  956b  v/ill  receive  oxhibit  No.  589. 

(Yfticreunon,  the  document  above  referred 
to  was  marked  prosecution's  exhibit  No.  589  and 
received  in  evidence.) 

MR.  McKINNEY :  It  is  the  minutes  of  the  Privy 
Council  meeting  held  22  November  1938  regarding  the 
conclusion  of  the  Cultural  Treaty.  It  is  presented 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  that  the  possibility  of 
treaty  asserting  political  influence  was  recognized. 

(Reeding) 

"Minutes  of  Conference  on  the  Conclusion  of 
Agreement  for  Cultural  Cooperation  between  Japan  and 
Germany. 

"November  22,  1938  -  Original. 

"Minutes  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  Conclusion 
of  Agreement  for  Cultural  Cooperation  between  Japan  and 
Germany." 

I  will  now  read  the  members  of  the  accused 

ft 

that  were  present. 

"Chairman:  HIRANUMA.  Ministers:  No.  8 
Minister  of  Education  -  ARAKI.  No.  15,  Minister  of 
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War  -  ITAO/.KI," 

I  will  begin  reeding  with  the  last  paragraph 
on  page  Is 

"For  many  years,  on  cultural  matters  concern¬ 
ing  medicine,  literature,  legislation  and  various 
other  fields,  a  mutual  end  close  relationship  existed 
between  the  two  nations  of  Germany  and  Japan  but  with 
and  after  the  conclusion  of  the  . nti-Comintern  Agree¬ 
ment  in  November  two  years  ago,  national  intercourse 
between  the  two  nations  entered  into  a  renewed  amity. 

On  the  later  part  of  September  of  this  year  the  German 
Government  proposed  for  a  conclusion  of  a  cultural 
agreement  between  Germany  and  Jnpcn,  a  recent  practice 
prevclant  between  the  various  countries  of  Europe,  so 
as  to  legalize  the  enlightenment  of  cultural  relation¬ 
ship  between  the  two  nations,  thus  leading  to  further¬ 
ing  the  promotion  of  the  cause  and  provoking  to 
strengthen  all  the  more  our  tie  of  friendship.  Our. 
Imperial  Government  approved  this  proposal.  Thereafter 
the  authorities  of  both  parties  concerned  have  conducted 
numerous  negotiations  and  the  arriving  at  an  agreement 
led  to  the  realization  of  this  definite  plan  of  a  pact. 
However  this  does  not  mccn  that  our  Imperial  Govern¬ 
ment  prefers  such  an  agreement  with  Germany  alone.  If 
conditions  per/nit,  similar  agreements  should  be 


_ 


concluded  with  other  nations  also,  bs  this  cultural 
intercourse  has  c  tendency  to  contribute  valuable 
service  to  achieve  the  general  aims  of  diplomacy. 

This  was  voiced  by  our  authorized  minister  concerned." 

I  will  omit  the  next  two  paragraphs  and  begin 
reading  again  with  the  last  paragraph  of  page  2. 

"No.  28  (ISHIZUKA). 

"In  its  introductory  provision,  which  I 
take  forms  the  basis  of  this  agreement,  it  is  said  that 
the  essence  of  the  culture  of  Japan  and  Germany  as 
consisting  of  the  characteristic  spirit  of  Jaoan  on 
one  part  and  the  racial  end  national  life  of  Germany 
on  the  other.  This  seems  somewhat  out  of  coordination, 
but  since  it  is  so  designated,  I  want  to  hear  the  reason, 
end  whet  is  embraced  in  the. term,  'the  racial  end 
national  life  of  Germany.'  According  to  German  nation¬ 
alism  or  Nazism  and  e  current  conception  of  the  present 
day,  the  Gcrmcn  race  is  attempting  to  unify  and  assim¬ 
ilate  even  those  people  who  inhabit  other  nations 

while  banning  another  race  even  though  living  in  her 

•  • 

own  country.  Whereas  the  characteristic  feature  of 
our  spirit  holds  equality  on  nil  races  without  prejudice. 
This  exemplifies  the  diff(  rences  in  view  between  this 
end  that  nation.  Although  directly  nothing  is  stated 
relative  to  politics,  this  agreement  may  bring  about 
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some  kind  of  influence  politically.  8o  I  deem  it 
important  that  special  precaution  be  taken  so  that  the 
oeoolc  may  not  be  misled.  Hov/ever,  I  wish  to  hear 
the  government's  comment  on  this  aspect. 

"No.  17  (ARITA); 

"In  short,  tho  racial  and  nationalistic  life 
of  Germany  is  non®  other  than  the  singular  spirit  of 

i 

Germany.  The  reason  for  the  cdoption  of  the  term  was 
beccusc  of  the  firm  insistence  on  the  pert  of  Germany 
ct  the  outset  of  negotiations,  explaining  that  their 
characteristic  spirit  being  phenorainized  in  the  racial 
and  national  life  of  Oernony,  it  should  be  mode  the 
essence  of  her  culture. 

j 

"On  the  second  point  this  agreement  proposes 
to  aid  in  the  liaison  and  systematic  uplifting  of 
the  culture  of  the  two  nations.  It  recognizes  that 
cultural  relations  of  Janen  end  Germany  form  the  basis 
of  the*  characteristic  spirits  of  each  respective  nation. : 
Therefore  it  is  unlikely  thet  there  will  be  any  influ¬ 
ence  politically.  However,  if  there  are  such  opinions 
of  fear  in  the  ccrrying  into  effect  of  the  agreement, 
sufficient  precaution  shall  be  teken. 

"No.  28  (ISHIZUKA): 

"On  the  whole  I  understand,  but  it  is  conceiv- 

' 

able  that  during  the  long  life  of  this  agreement  there 
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is  Ci  possibility  thrt  politics  will  be  influenced. 

In  pnrtici  lrr,  a.  tendency  to  go  with  the  German 
strew  is  not  ct  rll  donirblc  in  this  country  of  late. 
In  "if"/  of  this  fret,  I  repeat  rnd  hoce  thrt  there 
should  be  some  m«  rns  to  gurrd  rgeinst  rll  possible 
mistake  on  the  prrt  of  our  nrtion  before  this  agree¬ 
ment  is  concluded." 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Apparently  the  Japanese 
Privy  Councillors,  or  some  of  them,  thought  thrt 

9 

the  whole  rurpose  was  not  curdy  culturcl  rnd  it  may 
have  bCv,-n  r.  cover  for  politicrl  cction.  You  invite 
us  to  hold  thrt  it  was  r  cover  for  politicrl  cction. 

MR.  McKINNEY:  Yes,  sir. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  A  political  cction  thrt 
ultimately  led  to  a  pact  with  Germany  and  to  war. 

iJR.  McKINNEY:  Yes,  sir.  Thrt  is  the 

0 

contention  of  the  prosecution. 

I  call  the  Tribunal's  attention  to  prosecution 
document  No.  829,  in  evidence  as  exhibit  38.  This 
is  an  agreement  for  cultural  cooper  tion  between  Jcnan 
end  Italy,  concluded  on  the  23rd  of  March,  1939.  As 
the  material  provisions  arc  substantially  the  same  as 
the  provisions  of  the  culturcl  agreement  between  Jcocn 
end  Germany,  I  will  not  read  the  test  of  this  treaty. 
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Mh.  EcKINNEY:  I  present  prosecution  document 
4030-B  for  introduction  into  evidence.  It  consists 
of  a  program  for  the  opening  session  of  the  Gerraan- 
Japanese  Cultural  Committee  on  3  April  1940,  and 
von  '.teizsaecker  1 8  opening  speech.  • 

THE  PRESIDENTS  Captain  Brooks. 

1 JR.  BROOKS:  I  would  like  to  refer,  in  your 

honor  please,  to  these  exhibits  like  exhibit  38  that 
has  been  previously  put  in.  As  1  understand,  they 
were  put  in  for  identification  at  that  time.  Are  they 
being  automatically  admitted  into  evidence  by  ref¬ 
erence  to  them  at  this  time?  I  just  wanted  to  call 
it  to  the  Court's  attention. 

THE  PRESIDENT:  Do  you  understand  it? 

RR.  BROOKS:  Yes,  sir.  1  was  in  error. 

They  were  originally  introduced  in  evidence. 

TRE  PRESIDENT:  Prosecution  document  No. 

4030-B  is  admitted  on  the  usual  terms. 

CLERK  OF  THE  COURT:  Prosecution's  document 
No.  4030-B  will  receive  exhibit  No.  590. 

(thereupon,  the  document  above  re¬ 
ferred  to  was  marked  prosecution's  exhibit 
No.  590  and  received  in  evidence.) 

ER.  McKINNEY:  I  will  read  the  first  paragraph, 
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read  to  the  first  paragraph  on  the  program: 

"Program  for  the  Opening  Session  of  the 
German-Japanese  Culturo  Committee  and  the  tea  re¬ 
ception  in  the  Hotel  haiserhof. 

"1.  The  opening  session  takes  place  in  the 
Federal  Council  Kali  of  the  Foreign  Office.  The 
guests  arrive  at  about  1600  hours.  The  session 
begins  at  1615  hours.  It  is  introduced  by  a  speech 
of  welcome  from  Freiherr  von  Veizsaeckor .  His  Ex¬ 
cellency  the  Imperial  Japanese  ambassador  replies  to 
it." 

I  will  now  read  tv/o  excerpts  from  the  wel¬ 
coming  speech.  The  first  excerpt  begins  at  the  middle 
of  the  next  to  the  last  paragraph  on  page  2.  (heading): 
"In  relations  between  Germany  and  Japan  we  cannot  bo 
satisfied  that  knowledge  of  each  other's  country 
should  be  confined  to  a  small  circle  of  experts, 
hather  must  a  real  mutual  understanding  between  the 
nations  be  extended  to  the  widest  possible  circle 
in  the  nations  concerned,  by  means  of  real  knowledge 
and  comprehension.  National  education  an;*  national 
enlightenment  are  the  most  important  means  for  the 
attainment  of  the  high  goal  we  have  in  mind.  Your 
presence  bears  witness  that  you  will  do  your  part  in 
the  spheres  of  your  respective  ministries  to  crown 


these  efforts  with  success. 

2  •'Following  the  precedent  in  Tokyo,  it 

seemed  suitable  to  us  that  the  Foreign  Office  should 
4  itself  be  presiding  over  the  committee.  Therefore 
,  the  head  of  the  Cultural  Political  Department,  Envoy 

6  Doctor  Von  T^ARbOWSKI  has  been  entrusted  with  this 

7  task. 

"Just  in  the  last  few  years  relations  be- 

o 

9  fcween  organization  and  societies  in  the  Nazi  Party 

10  /NSLAP/  and  Japan  hove  developed  very  gratifyingly . 

,1  *  As  examples  of  this  I  mention  the  fact  that  the 

12  Reich  Board  of  Health  has  concluded  an  agreement  with 

13  the  Japanese -German  Liedical  Society  and  that  the 

14  Reich  Youth  board  is  permanently  represented  in  Japan 

15  by  0BE5KGEBIETS -FUEHRER  SgrlULTZ.  As  the  utilization 

16  of  the  organizations  and  societies  of  the  Nazi  Party 

17  /ESDAP/  should  follow  a  unified  point  of  view,  the 

18  Foreign  Office  has  asked  the  Fuehrer's  deputy  to  send 

19  a  representative  to  the  Committee.  I  am  glad  that 

20  this  proposal  has  been  complied  with,  and  heartily 

21  welcome  Herr  SCHULTE-STRATHAUS  to  this  circle. 

22  "This,  like  the  addition  of  advisors  and 
experts,  is  an  innovation  in  the  sphere  of  Culture 

24  Committees.  I  expect  much  for  the  activity  of  our 

25  committee  from  the  effectiveness  of  these  co-workers 
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I  thank  the  parties  here  concerned  for  the  fact  that 
they  are  v/illing  to  fit  their  work  abroad  in  their 
occasional  special  spheres  into  the  great  frame  of 
our  efforts  and  tasks  in  linking  our  peoples  together." 
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The  second  excerpt  begins  at  tho  top  of 

pcgQ  4. 

"a  fundamental  prerequisite,  however,  for  the 
deepening  end  broadening  of  mutual  international 
intercourse  is  the  readiness  of  the  notions  themselves 
to  give  spiritually  cs  well  os  to  toke.  This  readi¬ 
ness  is  in  existence  in  wide  circles  of  the  German 
notion.  To  spread  it  ever  wider  is  the  task  of  this 
committee  and  the  circles 'represented  in  it. 

"A  second,  Just  cs  important,  fundamental 
of  international  cultural  work  hes  been  expressed  in 
the  preamble  to  the  Gcrraan-Jepcnc sc  culture  agreement. 
Both  governments  hove  there  declared  that  they  are 
impressed  with  the  reolization  thrt  the  German  and 
Japanese  cultures  have  their  true  basis  in  the  German 
notional  and  racial  life  on  the  one  hand  and  the  innate 
Japanese  spirit  on  the  other,  and  that  the  cultural 
relations  between  tho  two  countries  arc  to  be  built 
hereon. 

"For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  inter¬ 
national  agreements  the  spiritual  basis  on  which  the 
goal  set  by  the  agreement  is  to  be  worked  for  has  been 
expressed  and  unalterably  defined:  the  clear  conscious¬ 
ness  of  each  party  of  its  racial  end  notional  self  and 
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the  mutual  recognition  of  tthis  self.  This  is  the  true 
reciprocity,  such  os  is  only  possible  for  notions  thet 
rr*.  self-conscio’ s,  nctionr.l  end  self-contoined ,  ond 
Just  on  that  account  cepnble  and  rerdy  to  understand 
other  notions. 

'•The  work  of  this  Gorrarn-Japcnese  Culture 
Committee  will  have  to  be  steered  along  these  sunreme 
spiriturl  puiding  lines. 

"Gentlemen,  to  our  universal  setisf? ction  end 
joy,  there  hrs  arisen  in  this  committee  a.  new,  effec¬ 
tive  instrument  v/hich  shell  end  will  ever  strengthen 
the  traditional  close  spiritual  bonds  between  Germany 
ind  Japan.  I  am  however  convinced  that  the  political 
friendship  which  so  fortunately  unites  our  countries 
will  also  be  further  deepened,  rnd  that  Germany  and 
Japan  will  set.  rn  cxcraplc  in  the  cultivation  of  pcece- 
ful  international  intercourse. 

"I  declare  the  Germon-Jr.panese  Culture  Com¬ 
mittee  established." 

THE  PRESIDENT:  We  will  adjourn  until  half 

I 

past  nine  tomorrow  morning. 

(Whereupon,  at  1600,  *n  odlournmcnt  ’  * 

wpS  ta.kwn  until  Friday,  2 7  September  1946,  at 
0930.) 
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